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Introduction 
 
 

his history spans five generations of the Massey family. It begins with William 
A. Massey who was born between 1770 and 1780 in South Carolina. He moved 
to Tennessee by 1814 and died in Humphreys County. His son, Ewell Massey, 

married Lucy Gentry and settled in Jackson, Tennessee, where they lived the rest of their 
lives. William E. Massey, son of Ewell Massey, enlisted in the 10th Regiment of Tennes-
see Cavalry in 1862. He was wounded severely and taken prisoner at the Second Battle of 
Fort Donaldson on February 3, 1863. William worked for the railroad and died in 1910. 
His son, John William Massey, worked as a conductor for the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
for forty-three years. His daughter, Frances Massey Bowles, loved genealogy and died in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1974.       
   
The first part of this account concentrates on my direct-line ancestry, with the history of 
more distant relatives being in the latter additions. The narrative is straight forward and 
rarely explains the historical setting in which events transpired.   
 
The Massey Family is 110 pages long, has 25,481 words, 146 photographs and 6 maps. 
One of the things that I enjoyed most about compiling this account was visiting family 
sites and personally taking many of these photographs.  
    
I chose a non-traditional way of showing the change in generations by stating the direct-
line relationship of each individual to me, Richard T. Martin. For example: William A. 
Massey is given as my Fourth Great-Grandfather, and his son, Ewell Massey, is shown as 
my Third Great-Grandfather. This makes it clear when a generation has changed, but 
could be bothersome to non-related researchers. Older relatives will probably need to 
subtract a generation, while younger generations will need to add a generation or two so 
that William A. Massey becomes their Fifth or Sixth Great-Grandfather. Of course with 
the passing of years more generations will need to be added.       
 
The Massey Family is one of thirty-two histories that I have written over the past twenty 
years. The other histories are The Ashbrook, Barker, Beeson, Bond, Bowles, Bratton, 
Buckingham, Capps, Cocke, Farrar, Fulk, Hastings, Houghton, Huntington, Jefferson, 
Mattix, Morgan, Nisbett, Onyett, Phillips, Rogers, Sharp, Sidenbender, Smith (2), Tinker, 
Van Gundy, and Whitney Family. These books are also compiled with other information 
in two encyclopedic publications entitled My Father’s House and Worthy to Remember. 
During this time I also wrote a history about my stepfather’s ancestors, the Crocker 
family, which is entitled Seasons to Remember.   
 

Remembering or honoring the dead is not new to man’s history. The most notable 
examples are the monuments in Egypt. The Romans are known to have venerated the 
memory of their noble ancestors. A thousand years ago the sons of Viking rulers placed 
rune stones over their father’s burials. However, most of these monuments are now gone. 
Even more recently erected gravestones have not endured, having crumbled or eroded 
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away. For example, in the Ancient Burying Ground in Hartford, Connecticut (the city’s 
oldest cemetery), only 415 monuments remain of the original 6,000 burials. Most of our 
ancestor’s homes vanished long ago, and many church and civil records are gone. Few 
persons, even among the wealthy, wrote personal histories and fewer yet survive to this 
day. Usually the best we can hope for is a few pieces of information about their lives and 
the circumstances in which they lived.  
 
 

Since most of man’s history has been lost, it is good to do what we can to record, remem-
ber, and appreciate “the old ones.” This record is my attempt to preserve through photo-
graphs and the written word some of the history of my ancestors.  
 

(A note to the LDS reader: Everyone named in this history has had their ordinance work 
completed with only a few exceptions—see 110 year rule.)   

 



*Descent of William A. Massey to Patricia Bowles: William A. Massey, 4GG; Ewell Massey, 
3GG; William E. Massey, 2GG; John William Massey, Great-Grandfather; Frances Massey, 
Grandmother; Patricia Bowles, Mother. 
 

Above right: Sarah (age 9) and Jonathan Martin (age 11) standing beside the gravestone of 
Frances Anderson Massey, their third great-grandmother, in City Cemetery, Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, in June 1994. Above left: City Cemetery. Frances’ gravestone is alone in the middle.    

The Massey Family 
 

A history of William A. Massey, Fourth Great-Grandfather, to John William Massey, Great-
Grandfather, a railroad conductor, who married Jessie Isaac Smith in 1901. Also, an account 
of John Anderson, Sixth Great-Grandfather, to Frances Melvina Anderson, Second Great- 
Grandmother, wife of William Massey, a Confederate soldier who was wounded and captured 
in the Second Battle of Ft. Donelson.  

 
illiam A. Massey* (4th Great-Grandfather; 1770/1780-about 1849) was born 
in South Carolina. He married Elizabeth (4th Great-Grandmother; 1791-1860/ 
1870) of Virginia, and moved to Tennessee by 1814. Unfortunately, we know 

little of William’s history because 
county records were destroyed in 
a fire. He died in Humphreys Coun-
ty, Tennessee, before 1849.   
 
William and Elizabeth had two sons 
and possibly two daughters: Miss 
Massey (1811/1812), Ewell L. Mas-
sey (1813/1814-before 1860), Miss 
Massey (1816/1817) and Joseph Bel-
lamy Massey (1819/1820-after 1850). 
All of their children were probably 
born in Humphreys County, Tennessee.     
 
Grandmother, Frances Massey Bowles, 
spent hundreds of hours researching 
her Massey line, but was unable to 
find William A. Massey’s father or  

 

mother. She extensively searched the Massey family in each state, enough to compile a 
Massey manuscript, but never found the rest of her family. In 1898 in Waverly, Ten-  
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nessee, a fire destroyed the courthouse records that she needed. She thought that pos-
sibly the father of William Massey was Joseph Massey, Jr., the son of Joseph Massie of 
Brunswick County, Virginia, who had a will in 1760.    

Joseph Bellamy Massey (3rd Great-Granduncle; born 1820) 
was born in Tennessee, where he married his wife, Mary.  
Joseph administered his father’s estate in 1849. He raised 
three of his brother’s children after Ewell Massey died in 
his late thirties. The 1860 and 1870 Census of Humphreys 
County, Tennessee, show that Joseph lived in the 
Waverly area of the county and worked as a farmer. His 
mother, Elizabeth, lived with him from 1850 until her 
death in the 1860s. Joseph had five children, including 
a son named Elisha Bellamy Massey. The Bellamy 
family may have been kin to the Massey family.   
  

Ewell L. Massey, Third Great-Grandfather 
 

In 1836 Ewell L. Massey (3rd Great-Grandfather; 1814-1850/1860) married Lucy 
Gentry (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1812-1850/1860) probably in Lincoln County, Ten- 

Important Massey and Anderson places in western (a-
bove) and middle (right) Tennessee. Left to right: Jack-
son, Tennessee River, Fort Donaldson, Humphreys Coun-
ty, Waverly, Duck River, Davidson County, Nashville, 
and Lincoln County. Maps courtesy of Rand McNally. 
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nessee. Lucy was born in Georgia, but nothing more is known about her family. Be-
tween 1837 and 1840, Ewell and Lucy moved with their daughter, Elizabeth, from Lin-
coln County, Tennessee, to Jackson, Madison County, Tennessee, where they lived until 
Ewell’s death, which probably occurred in his late thirties.    
 

Ewell and Lucy were the parents of five 
children: Elizabeth Massey (1836/-
1837), William Everard Massey 
(1840-1910), Harriet Massey (1843/-
1844), Allen Norflet Massey (1845/-
1846-1897), and John Massey (1848/-
1849). Elizabeth was born in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee, but the rest of their 
children were born in Jackson, Tennessee.   
 
Ewell Massey probably died soon after 
1850 and William, Harriet and Norflet 
went to live with their uncle, Joseph 
Massey, until they were married. 
 
Allen Norflet or Norfolk Massey (2nd 
Great-Granduncle; 1846-1897) moved 
from Tennessee to Texas. Allen and his 
wife (Nancy Shaw), who was part Indian, 
had a son and a daughter. Allen died 
in Monkstown, Fannin, Texas, in 1897.  
  

William E. Massey, 
Second Great- 
Grandfather 

William E. (Everett or Everard 
or Edward) Massey (2nd Great- 
Grandfather; 1840-1910) was 
born at four a.m., on November 
15, 1840, in Jackson, Madison 
County, Tennessee. After his father died, his uncle, Joseph Massey, raised him. William 

Above: Another photograph of 
the gravestone of Frances Mel-
vina Anderson Massey (2nd 
Great-Grandmother) in May 
2002. Right: Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri, City Cemetery, where 
Frances Anderson Massey is 
buried. 
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Above: William E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1840-1910) is standing on the 
ground, fourth man from the left in Siloam or Heber Springs, Arkansas, about 
1904. His trunk is on top of the “Hack or Cab.” Right: Close-up of William.   

fought on the side of the South during the Civil War from 1862 to 1865. Records show 
that William E. Massey was a private in Company C. of Napier’s Battalion, Tennessee 

Cavalry, Confederate States of America. He enlisted November 10, 
1862, at Waverly, Tennessee. This battalion by consolidation formed 
the 10th Regiment (DeMoss) Tennessee Cavalry, C.S.A.   
 
In February 1862, the South lost Fort Donelson, Tennessee, to the Northern 
Army commanded by Ulysses S. Grant. In February the following year, the 
South sought to take Dover, Tennessee, next to the remains of Fort Donelson. The 
Civil War, Day By Day, page 96, by John Bowman, under date of February 3, 
1863, gives an account of the Second Battle of Ft. Donelson in newspaper form.   
 
“In Tennessee, Fort Donelson is once again under attack, this time by Con-
federates under Generals Wheeler and Forrest. The Union troops garrisoned at 
the fort, under Colonel Harding, are able to hold out against the Southerners. 
Losses after the battle there indicate Northern dead at 12, with 30 injured. 
The Southern report list 100 killed and 400 wounded, with 300 prisoners.”   
 
William was wounded at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, on February 5, 1863. Muster roll for 
Company C. of the 10th Regiment for May and June 1863, show that he was absent because 
of wounds received in battle, having been captured by the Federal Army. (Union prisoner of 
war records also show that William was captured.) 
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The attack on Dover, Tennessee, also called the Second Battle of Fort Donelson, in the 
winter of 1863, was an unnecessary and costly battle. Following the bloody battle at 
Stones River, Tennessee, in December 1862 and January 1863, Major General Joseph 

Above left: Sarah Martin (age nine) is preparing the gravestone of Frances Massey (2nd Great- 
Grandmother) to be photographed in 1994. The inscription on the gravestone reads, “FRAN-
CES M. / WIFE OF / W. E. MASSEY. / DIED/ FEB. 7, 1882. / AGED / 43 YRS. 8 MO. / Oh 
weep not for the loved one / So rudely from thee driven / Twas but a flower too good for earth / 
Triumphant unto Heaven.” 

Above: Entrance to Fort Donelson National 
Military Park near Dover, Tennessee. Wil-
liam E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather) 
fought in the Second Battle of Ft. Donelson 
also called the Battle of Dover. William 
received three wounds in this battle and 
was captured by the Federals. It was an 
unwise and wasteful attack, which lead to 
the unnecessary suffering of many men.  

Right: William Massey and his 
regiment of Tennessee Calvary 
lined up near this road to begin 
the attack on Dover on February 
4, 1863, as part of John Whar-
ton’s brigade. General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest charged the 
Union lines on the right and had 
two horses shot out from under 
him. He lost 250 of the 1,000 men 
he took into the battle. Forrest 
had formally protested against 
the attack, believing that even if 
the town was taken it could not be 
held. General Wharton lost 84 
men, including William Massey, 
who was wounded and captured.  
It was a cold and miserable day.   
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Left: Three photographs of Fort 
Donelson located next to Dover, 
Tennessee. The town and fort have a 
commanding view of the Cumber-
land River. William E. Massey (2nd 
Great-Grandfather) was wounded 
and captured in the Second Battle of 
Ft. Donelson, also called the Battle of 
Dover. He had been shot in three 
places. Records show that he was 
admitted to St. John’s U.S.A. 
General Hospital at Paducah, Mc-
Cracken County, Kentucky, Feb-
ruary 7, 1863, to April 11, 1863. He 
was placed in the hands of the 
Provost Marshall for exchange, 
May 19, 1863.   

Wheeler was ordered by Braxton Bragg to harass Union traffic on the Cumberland 
River. He was accompanied by the brigades of Nathan Bedford Forrest and John 

Wharton.    
 
Learning of their intentions, the 
Federals suspended shipping on 
the Cumberland River . Rather 
than return to his base without 
some action, Wheeler ordered an 
attack on the fortified town of 
Dover located next to Fort Don-
elson.   
 
Because of supply sortages, Forrest 
doubted that they could hold the 
fort even if they took it. Hence he 
protested the planned assault.   
 
The Confederates attacked with 
three thousand men compared to 

six hundred defending the town.  
William Massey was part of Whar-

ton’s Calvary and attacked on the left. Wharton ran into stubborn resistance, but 
succeeded in capturing one of the Federal guns. But as Wharton advanced into the 
western part of Dover, his troops ran out of ammunition and he was forced to pull 
back. The Confederates decided to begin a general withdrawal and were gone by the 
time Union reinforcements arrived the next day. Losses were heavy for the numbers 
engaged and the men suffered in the cold. Wharton reported seventeen killed and 
sixty wounded and eight missing. One of the wounded and missing was William 
Massey.      
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“William E. Massey, private 
Company C, 8th (should have 
been  the  10 t h )  Regiment  
Tennessee Calvary, C.S.A. 
received June 29, 1863, at 
Military Prison at Alton, Illi-
nois, captured at Ft. Donel-
son, Tennessee, February 4, 
1863. He was discharged Feb-
ruary 17, 1863, for transfer to 
Point Lookout for exchange.” 
 
This history is also confirmed 
(with some minor differences 
in dates) by Army Medical 
Records that show that W. E. 
Massey was admitted to St. 
J o h n ’ s  U . S . A .  G e n e r a l  
H o s p i t a l  a t  P a d u c a h  i n  
McCracken County, Kentucky, 
February 7, 1863, to April 11, 
1863. He was placed in the 
hands of the Provost Marshall 
for exchange, May 19, 1863.  
He had been shot in three 
places.  
 
William subscribed to and 
swore the Oath of Allegiance 
on April 4, 1865, at Nashville, 
Tennessee. The record said 
that his residence was Hum-
phreys County, Tennessee.  
 
After the war, William married September 6, 1866, at four p.m. Frances “Viny” 
Melvina Anderson (2nd Great-Grandmother; 1838-1882) at the home of her brother, 
John Anderson, in Waverly, Tennessee.   
 
William and “Viny” had six children, but three died when babies. Their three 
surviving children were: Lucy Gentry Massey (1867-1948), John William Massey 
(1875-1946) and Isaac Ewell “Eudie” Massey (1881-1919). Lucy was born in 
Humphreys County, Tennessee, but John and “Eudie” were born in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri.      
 
Before 1875 William and Frances moved from Waverly, Tennessee, to Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, where William worked for the railroad. The family bible records, “Frances 

Above: William E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather) with 
his second wife, “Jennie” Henderson, about 1905. This is 
one of two known photographs of William; in the other he 
is standing by a stagecoach, shown earlier in this history. 
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M. Massey departed this life February 7th in the year of our Lord 1882 at six o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. age 42 years 8 months.” She died of pneumonia and was buried 
in Poplar Bluff City Cemetery. 

In 1994 I drove with my brother and two of my children (Jonathan and Sarah) to 
Poplar Bluff, Missouri, to see Viny’s grave. It was special to me because I realized 
that we were probably the only relatives to visit her grave in a hundred years. After 
her death, William Massey moved to Little Rock, Arkansas, and Viny was the only 

Above: Letter written by William Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather) to his wife, Jennie Hender-
son, on November 4, 1908, from Heber, Arkansas. William died at the age of seventy in 1910.    
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family member that was ever buried in Poplar Bluff. Her gravestone stands alone in the 
forefront of this large city cemetery. I have visited her grave three more times since 1994.     
 
William E. Massey 
made a trip with his 
family to Hazelton, 
Indiana, to visit rela-
tives and he met A-
melia “Jennie” Jane 
Henderson (1851-1930). 
After Viny died he 
remembered Jennie and 
went back to Indiana 
and they were married 
in 1883. Jennie told 
this story to my grand-
mother, Frances Mas-
sey Bowles. Frances 
wrote, “Jennie was 
blue eyed  and  red 
haired—she was the 
only Grandmother I 
ever had and I sat on 
her lap and loved her 
until I was married.”  
Frances wrote that 

after William died, Jennie, 
“who had no children of her 
own, spent part of the year 
with us and part of the year 
with Aunt Lucy Klein, my 
father’s sister.”   
 
William recorded his conver-
sion in his family Bible. “Wil-
liam E. Massey was converted 
to the Religion of Jesus Christ 
August the 2nd in year A.D. 
1865 and joined the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church the 
Friday before the fourth Sun-
day 1865 and was ordained El-
der September 7th 1866. The 

text that was Preached from when I was converted fourth chapter and 35th verse of St. John, 
‘Say not ye there are yet four months and then cometh harvest beloved I say unto you lift 
up your eyes and look on the fields for they are white already in harvest.’ Signed, W. E. 

Above: William E. Massey was living with his daughter, Lucy, at 
her house on 1209 West 2nd Street in downtown Little Rock, when 
he died in 1910. Below: Tombstone of William E. Massey (2nd 
Great-Grandfather) and his second wife, Jennie Henderson (born 
January 18, 1851, in Indiana; died October 26, 1930, in Little 
Rock), in Oakland Cemetery, Little Rock, Arkansas. This cem-
etery is located two miles southeast of downtown Little Rock.   
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Massey.” Frances’ conversion was also recorded in the same family Bible. “Frances M. 
Massey was converted to the Religion of Jesus Christ August Friday Night after the 
fourth Sunday in the year A. D. 1860 and Joined the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
September, Friday Night before the fourth Sunday in September 1860.” 
 

Willie Lois Massey, William’s 
granddaughter, wrote that William, “was supposed to be real good at giving weather 
reports. It was said that people came from miles around to ask him what the weather 
would be like in the coming days.”    
 

His death was also re-
corded in the same Bi-
ble, “William Edward 
Massey passed away 
Saturday morning, ten 
o’clock at 1209 West 
Second Street, August 

20th 1910, in Little Rock, Arkansas. Lived a Noble Life.” William was buried in Oakland 
Cemetery in Little Rock. 
 

The Anderson Family 
 

Isaac Anderson, Third Great-Grandfather 
 

Frances Melvina Anderson (2nd Great-Grandmother; 1838-1882), wife of William 
E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather), was the daughter of Isaac Anderson (3rd Great- 
Grandfather; 1797-about 1855) and Nancy Simmons (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1808-
before 1860). Isaac was born in Kentucky, but later moved to Tennessee, where he met 
and married Nancy Simmons in Davidson County, Tennessee. They went to the court-

Above: Poplar Bluff, Missouri, Railroad Station, 
where William E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather) 
worked during the 1870s and 1880s. Left: Rebecca 
and Michael Martin, Third Great-Grandchildren of 
William Massey; August 2006. Below: Signature of 
William E. Massey on a letter dated November 4, 
1908. 
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house in Nashville, Tennessee, to buy a marriage bond on May 8, 1830, and were married 
on May 30, 1830. The 1850 Census shows that Isaac, Nancy and their five children  
lived in Humphreys County, Tennessee. Isaac and Nancy died before the 1860 Census 
of Humphreys County. Frances Anderson (2nd Great-Grandmother), called “Viny,” kept  
 

house for the other children after her parents died. A piece of property with a two-story 
house on Duck River in Tennessee was left to the Anderson family and her brothers and 
sister deeded it to Viny because she had taken care of them.  
 
Isaac and Nancy were the parents of six children: John Anderson (1831/1832-1905), 
Nancy Anderson (1833), Benjamin Anderson (1833/1834), Frances Malvina Anderson 
(1838-1882), Isaac Franklin Anderson (1841/1842) and Samuel Anderson (1847/1848). 
(The 1850 census noted that Isaac could read and write, but Nancy could do neither.) 

Massey residences in Arkansas and Missouri. Above left to right by state: Eureka Springs, Hot 
Springs, Malvern, Dallas County, Little Rock, Redfield, Ward, and Lonoke County, Arkansas; 
Springfield, Neelyville, and Poplar Bluff, Missouri. Map courtesy of Rand McNally, Copyright 
 2003. Frances Massey (Grandmother) attended college in Eureka Springs in 1920; Jessie 
Smith Massey (Great-Grandmother) was born and raised in Dallas County and lived with her 
husband, John William Massey (Great-Grandfather) in Little Rock; Willie Lois Massey 
(Great-Aunt) lived in Redfield; Frances Massey married Thomas Bowles in Lonoke County; 
John William Massey’s second wife, Eva Blassingame, lived in Ward; Frances Anderson 
Massey (2nd Great-Grandmother) died in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, in 1882.     
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Left: Duck River in Humphreys 
County, Tennessee. The Anderson 
family had a farm located on the 
Duck River in the middle 1800s.  
Below: The Nolan House built in 
1865 in Waverly, Tennessee.  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Middle right: Overview 
of Waverly, Tennessee, 
on February 28, 2000. 
The Anderson family lived 
in Waverly during the 
middle 1800s. Frances 
“Viny” Anderson (2nd 
Great-Grandmother) mar-
ried William E. Massey 
(2nd Great-Grandfather) 
at the home of her bro-
ther, John Anderson, in 
Waverly on September 6, 
1866, at 4 p. m. John An-
derson (2nd Great-Grand-
uncle) was the recorder 
at the county court house 
in Waverly. Waverly was 
a prosperous, growing 
town in the 1800s.      

Left: The Cumberland Presby-
terian Church in downtown 
Waverly, Tennessee, in 2000. 
William E. Massey was ordain-
ed an elder in the Waverly 
Cumberland Church in 1865. 
The meetinghouse was moved 
from another location to this 
one  in  downtown Waverly  
about 1900.        
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Above: Riverside Cemetery near downtown 
Jackson, Tennessee. Ewell and Lucy Gentry 
Massey (3rd Great-Grandparents) died in 
Jackson and may be buried here, but their 
gravestones are no longer standing. Right: 
Civil War monument in Jackson, Tennessee. 
William E. Massey volunteered in Waverly, 
Tennessee, and served as a Confederate 
soldier in the cavalry during the Civil War.    

Left: Bridge over the Duck River in Hum-
phreys County, Tennessee. The Anderson 
family owned land on the Duck River.   

 

 

 

Left: Downtown Jackson, 
Tennessee. The Massey 
family moved to Jackson 
about 1840. William (2nd 
Great-Grandfather), his 
sister, Harriet and 
brothers, Allen “Noff,” 
and John Massey, were 
born in Jackson, Ten-
nessee.      
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John “Jack” Anderson (Great-Granduncle; 1831-1905) was the oldest child of 
Isaac Anderson and Nancy Simmons. He had a white swelling in his left hip as a 
child, which caused him to be crippled throughout his life. In 1866 he married Alice 

Larkins at Waverly, Tennessee, where 
he was Recorder at the Court House 
for many years. “Alice fell in love 
with her dentist and they disappeared 
together. Jack had a very violent 
temper, but really loved his sister, 
Viny” (Told to Frances Massey Bowles, 
by her aunt, Lucy Gentry Massey, in 
1947).    
  
In 1850 Nancy Anderson (Great- 
Grandaunt; born 1833) married Wil-
liam Jones and moved to Spring-
field, Missouri.  
 
Isaac Franklin Anderson (Great- 
Granduncle; 1842-1862/1865) married 

Elizabeth Massey (born 1845) the daughter of Joseph B. Massey (Great-Granduncle). 
When the Civil War started Isaac, 
called “Frank,” joined the Confederate 
Tennessee Infantry. A boatload of 
soldiers was being towed across the 
Tennessee River and the boat capsized. 
One of the mules kicked Frank An-
derson in the head as men, horses and 
mules thrashed about and he was 
drowned. He and Elizabeth had two 
sons: Isaac M. Anderson (born 1861 in 
Tennessee) and Joseph F. Anderson 
(born 1862 in Tennessee). After Frank 
died, Elizabeth married a Mr. Craig and 
moved to Texas, “with her brothers.”  
 
James Anderson, Fourth 

Great-Grandfather 
 

James Anderson (4th Great-Grand-
father; born possibly about 1760) lived for many years with his wife, Sarah Banfield 
(4th Great-Grandmother; about 1775-1828), in Henry County, Kentucky.   
 
James and Sarah had a large family of twelve children: Sarah Anderson (about 1786), 
Ruth Anderson (1783-1844), William Anderson (about 1790), James Anderson 
(about 1792), Thomas Anderson (about 1794), John Anderson (about 1796), Isaac 

Above: Anderson residences in Maryland. 

Above: Anderson residences in Kentucky and 
Indiana. Maps courtesy of Rand McNally, Copy-
right  2003.   
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 Anderson (1797-perhaps 1855), Eleanor Anderson 
(about 1799), Nancy Anderson (about 1801), Elizabeth 
Anderson (about 1803), Abraham Lesley Anderson 
(about 1807) and Solomon Wesley Anderson (about 
1810). All of their children were born in either 
Kentucky or Tennessee. At least three of their children 
moved to Davidson County, Tennessee.   

 
In 1823 a deed for 
land in Henry County, 
Kentucky, was sold by 
the heirs of James 
Anderson, which were 
his sons: William, 
Thomas, John and 
Isaac, “all citizens of 
Tennessee.”   
 
Sarah Banfield An-
derson died in De-
catur County, Indiana, 
where she made her 
will in 1824 and it 

was proved on May 6, 1828. She stated in 
her will, “My sons William, James, Thomas, 
John and Isaac Anderson have had their 
equal divide of my estate.” Little history is 
known of James and Sarah’s children.   
 
Ruth Anderson (3rd Great-Grandaunt) was 
born 1783 in North Carolina, and died in 
1844 in Obion County, Tennessee. 

 
Thomas Anderson, Fifth Great-Grandfather 

 
Thomas Anderson (possible 5th Great-Grandfather) was born March 3, 1697, in Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland, and died in 1778 in Baltimore, Maryland. He lived on My Lady’s Manor, in 
the woods north of Baltimore, Maryland. He married Mary Perdue (possible 5th Great-Grand-
mother; born January 17, 1715, in Baltimore; died 1810) on March 26, 1744, in Baltimore, Maryland.    

Above left: Lucy Massey Klein (Great-Grand-
aunt) with her husband, Charles Klein, on Jan-
uary 24, 1887. Above right: Jenny Massey, sec-
ond wife of William Massey (2nd Great-Grand-
father). Right: Lucy Massey Klein. 
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Thomas and Mary were the parents of two 
children: Nancy Anderson (1745) and James 
Anderson (about 1760).   
 
In 1762 Nancy Anderson (4th Great-Grand- 
aunt; born 1745) married Lambert Lane in 
Anne Arundel County, Maryland.  
 

John Anderson, Sixth Great- 
Grandfather 

 
John Anderson (possible 6th Great-Grandfather; 
about 1665-1727) lived all his life in Anne 
Arundel County, Maryland. He married Elizabeth 
(possible 6th Great-Grandmother; born about 
1670) in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 
 
John and Elizabeth were the parents of six 
children, all born in Anne Arundel County, 

Maryland: John Anderson (1693), Elizabeth Anderson (1694), Thomas Anderson 
(1697), Benjamin Anderson (1701), Hannah Anderson (about 1703) and William An-
derson (about 1705-1741).   

Top left: Lucy Massey Klein (Great-Grandaunt) with her daughter, Mabel Klein, in 1892. 
Above: Lucy Massey Klein in front of her new car with her husband and friends. 
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William E. Massey, Second Great-Grandfather 
 Continued 

 
Lucy Gentry Massey (Great-Grandaunt; 1867-1948), daughter of William E. Massey 
(2nd Great-Grandfather; 1840-1910), was born Saturday, June 15, 1867, at two p. m. in 
Humphreys County, Tennessee. Grandmother called her, “my beloved Aunt.” She 

married Charles “Charlie” John 
Klein of Buffalo, New York, on 
January 26, 1887, at Neelyville in  

 
Butler County, Mis-
souri. In Neelyville, 
which is about fifteen 
miles south of Poplar 
Bluff, Lucy was post 
mistress in a store 
owned by her father. 
Charlie Klein was an 
engineer on the Mis-
souri Pacific Railroad. 
They moved to Little 
Rock, Arkansas, in 
1898, where they lived 
on Second Street and 
Cross.  
 
On November 18, 1947, 
Lucy Massey Klein 

sent a letter to her niece, Frances Massey Bowles. She wrote, “Dear Frances, Your very 
interesting letter arrived last evening and I will be glad to give you all the information I 
have. But it will take a good stenographer to take it all down. There is so much family 
history connected. I will be glad to eat Thanksgiving dinner with you. But don’t go to 
any extra trouble for me—I have not had my house cleaned either, so O. K. with me.” 

 
“Your Mother and Dad went with us to Norfolk, Virginia, on their ‘Honey Moon.’ 
Charlie & I, John and Jessie took a ‘steamboat’ up the Potomac River to Washington 
D.C. We did visit someone, but I have forgotten their name.”  

Top left: Lucy and Charles Klein standing on the porch of their 
home at 200 Cross St. in Little Rock. Top right: Another home 
owned by Lucy and Charles Klein in Little Rock. Above: Their 
home on Woodrow St., Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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Lucy and Charlie Klein bought many nice homes together. Their last two homes were 
especially grand for their day. Lucy was living at 328 Charles Street in Little Rock  

when she died “15 minutes 
of 7, Thursday, December 
23, 1948.”    

 
 
 
 
Charlie Klein had his locomotive parked 
on a short bridge over a creek one foggy 
evening. Not realizing that the engine was 
on a bridge, he stepped off, falling eight 
feet and breaking his leg. The leg never 
healed and cancer formed in the leg.  
Although he went to Mayo Brothers in 
Rochester, Minnesota, he never recovered.  
He suffered until he died on Monday, 
May 4, 1936, in Little Rock, Arkansas.   
 
Lucy and Charlie had two children.  
Charles Everett Klein (1887-1888) died 
when he was only six months old from 
Cholera Infantum. Their other child, 
Mabel Barbara Klein (born 1892), be-
came a lawyer, a very unusual pro-
fession for a woman in those days. She 
married John Lyman Hurst, a railroad 
conductor, on December 23, 1914. Just 
two days later on Christmas day, John 
was murdered. She remarried on April 
1, 1916, to William Asbury Griffin, a 
streetcar conductor who had once 
studied law. He joined the Marine Corp. 

in 1918. They had one daughter, Barbara Helen Griffin (born 1922), who met her hus- 

Top left: Lucy Massey Klein’s last home on 
328 Charles Street in Little Rock, Arkansas; 
1997. Right: Charles Klein, husband of Lucy 
Massey, in 1925. Above: Portrait of “Eudie” 
Massey held by his great-grandson in 1994. 
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band, Frederick Palmer Petrucelli, at the University of Alabama, and they were 
married in 1942. Barbara and Fred had three children: Lucy, Marcia and Peter 
Petrucelli. Frederick “Fred” 
was a sports reporter for 
the Arkansas Democrat 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
a n d  B a r b a r a  w o r k e d  
for the County Welfare 
Department.  
 
Isaac “Eudie” Ewell Massey 
(Great-Granduncle; 1881-
1919) was born in Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri. Eudie was 
a very handsome man who 
worked as a conductor for 
the railroad. He married 
Charlie Lee Manchester 
(1890) on December 17, 
1913, in Jena, Louisiana, 
and they had three children.  
While working in Winn-
field, Louisiana, for the 
railroad during the world-
wide influenza epidemic 
(1919-1921), Eudie caught 
the disease and died of 
pneumonia fo l lowing  
influenza. His third child, 
John Jefferson Massey 
(1919-1922), was born two 
and a half months after he 
died. 
  
In 1993 my daughter, Sarah, 
and I visited Eudie’s grave 
in Winnfield, Louisiana.  
He was the only family 
member to die in Winnfield 
and his gravestone stands 
alone on the far side of a 
medium size cemetery near 
downtown Winnfield.      
 
Leonard Ewell Massey (1915), Eudie’s second child, served in the European theater 
during World War II. He was nicknamed “Boogie” and never married. 

Above: Isaac Ewell “Eudie” Massey (Great-Granduncle; 
1881-1919). Eudie was a railroad conductor during the great 
influenza epidemic of 1918-1920. His frequent contact with 
passengers increased his chances of becoming infected with 
the disease. It was an unusual virus because it tended to kill 
the healthiest first. He died from the influenza in 1919 while 
living in Winnfield, Louisiana, and was buried in Winnfield 
City Cemetery, which is located in the downtown area; Isaac 
is the only member of his family interred here. He had 
been married less than six years and left three little chil-
dren. His youngest child was born two months after he died.   



The Massey and Anderson Families 20

Top left: Eudie Massey (left) and his sister, Thelma 
Massey, children of Eudie Massey (Great-Grand-
uncle). Top right: Thelma Massey Carruth, when a 
young woman. Left: Thelma Massey Carruth with 
her son, Ancil Carruth, at her home in Louisiana; 
1994. Above: Thelma, age 80, in 1994; died in 1997. 

 

Thelma Inez Massey (1914-1998) was born on October 7, 1914, in Jena, Louisiana.  

                                                                   
She married Ancil Allen Crruth (1907-before 1994) in 1932. I visited Thelma at her 
home in Wilson, Louisiana, in 1994. I found her to be a beautiful, gracious lady with a 
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bright, pleasant countenance. Thelma had four children: Ancil Carruth (1937-present), 
William Carruth (1941-present), Shirley Carruth (1942-1944), and Linda Carruth 

(1953-present). Ancil was a Baptist lay preacher. He 
went to British Honduras (now Belize) in December 1963, after retiring from Esso the 
same year.  
 

John William Massey, Great-Grandfather 
 

John William Massey (Great-Grandfather; 1875-1946) was born in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri. He was a conductor for the Missouri Pacific Railroad for forty-three years.  
While he was working as a conductor in Malvern, Arkansas, he was introduced by  

Above: Sarah Martin, age eight, at the grave of her 
great-great-granduncle, Eudie Massey, in 1993. Top 
right: Thelma Massey Carruth in 1994. Middle right: 
John Massey (Great-Grandfather) as a young man. 
Right: Jessie Smith Massey (Great-Grandmother), wife 
of John Massey, when she was about twenty years old.    
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another railroad worker to Miss Jessie Isaac Smith (Great-Grandmother; 1876-1923).  
They fell in love and were married January 26, 1901, in Little Rock, Arkansas. After a  

honeymoon trip back east to Wash-
ington D.C. and the surrounding area, 
they visited Jessie’s relatives in 
Malvern and Dallas County, Arkansas. 
They made their home at 1115 West 
Fourth Street in Little Rock, Arkansas,  

until May 1, 1912, when they moved to 722 Marshall Street. Ten and a half years 
later on January 26, 1923, Jessie died of cancer of the womb. John sold his house on 
Marshall Street to his son-in-law, Thomas Bowles, and moved to his last home at 
404 Cedar.   

Above: John William Massey 
(Great-Grandfather) with cigar 
and overcoat, when he was 
about 43 years old. Top right: 
John Massey on January 24, 
1891, when he was sixteen 
years old. Right: Union Rail-
road Station in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. John Massey work-
ed for the Union Pacific Rail-
road for 43 years, most of the 
time as a conductor. He came 
in and out of this railroad sta-
tion hundreds of times during 
his career.   
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 John and Jessie were the 
parents of two children, both 
born in Little Rock, Arkansas: 
Frances Ewell Massey (1904-
1974) and Smith Massey (1911- 
1918).   
 
Smith Massey (Great-Uncle; 
1911-1918) was a handsome 
boy with blond hair and blue 
eyes. Smith became ill and a 
doctor who lived across the 
street from the family on West 
Fourth Street visited him. The 
doctor had whooping cough 
and gave it to Smith. He died 
of  pneumonia  fol lowing 
measles and whooping cough 
on January 11, 1918. He had 
started to go to school on Sep-
tember 14, 1917. It was a very 
cold winter.   
 
John married Eva Blassingame 
(1895-1952) as his second wife, 
August 1, 1927, in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. John was twenty 
years older than Eva, but they 
had a happy marriage.   
 
John and Eva had one child, 
Willie Lois Massey (Great- 
Aunt; 1929-2007). In 1946, 
when she was seventeen,  

Lois married Morris Ray 
Byrnes, but they divorced eight 
months later in 1947. Six years later in 1953, Willie Lois married Joseph C. Green, but 

Top right: John Massey (far 
right) with three friends on 
June 24, 1908. Middle: Smith 
Massey (Great-Uncle; 1911-
1918). Lower right: Smith 
Massey in his uncle’s (Charlie 
Klein) Pullman; 1915. The dog 
in the front seat is Algernon 
Von Fitz Noddles.    
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this marriage lasted only two and a half years as they divorced in 1956. Her last mar-
riage was to Jack Ambrose Rowland (born August 27, 1924; died May 17, 2000, in Red-

field, Arkansas), 
a divorced father 
with four chil-
dren, on November 
23, 1960. They 
had three chil-
dren and lived 
for many years 
at 404 South Ce-
dar  i n  L i t t l e  
Rock, Arkansas. 

Their three children, all born in Little Rock, are: Jacque Rowland (1962-present), Bryan 
Rowland (1964-present) and Timothy Rowland (1965-present).    
 
Jack was a painter. His health broke down in 1973 and Willie had to go to work as a 
waitress and cashier. Since then Jack and Willie have been retired and are now living 
in Redfield, Arkansas. Jack’s health is very poor and he suffers a lot. Willie loves plants  

Top left: Smith Massey when he was 
about six years old. This was the last 
photograph taken of him before he died in 
1918. Above: Gravestone of Smith Mas-
sey. The inscription reads, “SMITH MAS-
SEY / BORN SEPT. 4, 1911, / DIED JAN. 
4, 1918.” Below: Nurse to Smith Massey. 
Lower left: Massey Plot in Oakland Cem-
etery near downtown Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, where John Massey, Jessie Smith 
Massey, Eva Blassingame Massey and.   
Smith Massey are buried 
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and has an atrium at her home where she raises all kinds of flowering plants. She is a 
sweet, kind, patient person who has endured much in her lifetime. In 1994 my                          

 
brother, Ron, and I visited Willie for the first time since 1973.  She has an energetic, 
down-to-earth personality. We started corresponding by mail and she has since told me 
some interesting things about our family. One story she wrote me was how her grand-
father and father met.   
 
“I can see and hear them tell about the first time my dad met his father-in-law, Robert 

Top right, left to right: John Massey, Amelia Henderson Massey 
(his step-mother), Frances Massey Bowles (daughter), Mildred 
Bowles (granddaughter), and John Bowles (grandson), who is 
held by Thomas Bowles (son-in-law), about 1925. Above: John 
Massey enjoyed owning new cars. He bought a number of new 
models in his lifetime, including this 1925 Dodge sedan. Photo-
graph taken on May 8, 1925. Left: John with his baby girl, Wil-
lie Lois Massey in 1929-1932.    
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John appreciated having a daugh-
ter in the latter years of his life. 
These photographs are of John 
and Willie Lois Massey (born in 
1929) in the early 1930s. Left: 
John laughing with Mrs. Wil-
liams. 

 

 

Blassingame. My father, John William Massey, was a conductor for the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad. Papa, as I was taught to call my grandfather, got on my dad’s train to  

go home from Litt le 
Rock to Ward, Arkansas.   
In those days the trains 
stopped for all sorts of 
deliveries. Papa was 
drunk and was looking 
for trouble. He liked to 
fight when drunk, they 
always said. Aunt Lillie 
tried to get him to sit 
down and be quite. My 
dad said, ‘Sit down or I 
will stop the train and 
put you off.’ This he 
did. How do you think 
he felt when in a week 
or so he went to meet 
his new in-laws and it 
was the man he had just 
put off the train? They 
used to laugh a lot when 
they told about it.”    
 
“My mother  met  my 
father on the train. She 
worked in Little Rock at 
Kareheis Candy factory.  
She would go home on 
the weekends to Ward, 
Arkansas. She lived with 
her sister and her family.”                            

 
“She nearly always took 
Blanche, her niece with 
her. They were both dark—
black hair and eyes and 
Dad thought Blanche was 
my mother’s daughter. 
When he found out she 

was not her daughter he asked her for a date. He was a 
lot older than my mother, but they got along great.”      
            
Willie Lois said that her father, John William Massey, 
“loved the Christmas Season. He would buy a big carton 
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of chocolate covered cherries, his favorite candy, and give boxes to all that came to the 
house as long as they lasted. In those days a box cost twenty-five cents.” 
 

Willie Lois wrote me another letter dated 
August 27, 1997. 
 
“I can remember Dad (John William Mas-
sey) talking about him running away from 

home at sixteen to join the circus. Even after I came along he was still like a little kid 
and always took me with him to the circus. My mother did not care to go.”  
 
“After a month or so and the money got low, he wired his dad for money to come home 
on. His dad wired back, ‘WALK.’ So he went to work for the old Missouri Iron Moun-

Top left: John Massey (Great-Grandfather) 
at the park with his daughter, Willie Lois, 
about 1936. Above: John Massey holding his 
tobacco pipe and cap in the 1930s. Left: 
John Massey about 1945 (died the next 
year). 

 



The Massey and Anderson Families 28

 

 

tain Railroad. This was about 1893 or 1894, I think. This railroad, I understand, later 
became the Missouri Pacific. He worked for them forty-four years.”   
 

“He always got high marks from Checkers who 
would ride the trains to check on the employees.   

Top left: Willie Lois Massey at age thirteen. Top middle: 
Willie Lois watching a goose walk by on May 1, 1940, when 
she was eleven years old. Top right: Willie Lois at five years 
of age. Above left: John Massey and his daughter, Willie 
Lois, sitting on the steps of their home at 404 Cedar in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Above right: Willie Lois when she was 
about eleven years old. Left: Conductors were required by 
the railroad to always carry a gun. This is the gun that John 
Massey carried when he was at work, held by his grandson, 
Bryan Rowland, in 1997. 
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He wore celluloid collars—would take two or three with him on his ‘run.’ I can see them 
now with a brush—bar of soap—scrubbing the collars. They just fit on a white dress  

shirt—always clean and neat. Had a white handker-
chief in his suit pocket. Shoes shined. A suit maker 
in North Little Rock made his blue suits—one or two 

a year. His last run was from here to Popular Bluff—spent the night then back through 
Little Rock, and he’d call Mother, then on to Hot Springs, spend the night and back home 
the next day. Had a rooming house that knew his schedule and saved the bed for him on 
those nights at each end of the run.”  

Top left: Willie Lois (Great-Aunt) with her husband, 
Jack Rowland. He died in 2000. Top middle: Willie 
Lois Massey when about thirty years old. Top right: 
Willie Lois with her daughter, Jacque Hickman 
(1962-present), and granddaughter, Jessica Rowland 
about 1996. Above: Willie Lois Massey with two of 
her children, Jacque Rowland and Bryan Rowland 
(1964-present), in 1973. Middle left: Willie Lois Mas-
sey holding Cathy Sharp, her grandniece, in 1948. 
Lower left: Eva Blassingame (right), second wife of 
John Massey, with her sister, Flora.   
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Above left: Bryan Rowland, son of 
Willie Lois, with Jackie, the mother 
of his second child, Paden. Above 
middle: Bryan with his daughter, 
Jessica Rowland. Above right: Br-
yan holding his son, Paden, in Jan-
uary 2000. Right: Gravestone of 
John W. Massey (Jan. 24, 1875-Oct. 
22, 1946) and his wife, Jessie Smith 
Massey (May 19, 1876-Jan. 26, 
1923). Lower right: Gravestone of 
Eva Blassingame Massey, second 
wife of John Massey, in Oakland 
Cemetery, Little Rock, Arkansas.   

 

 

Willie Lois wrote on February 4, 2006: “Let me tell you this—My daddy’s birthday 
was January 24. He was born in 1875. Would have been 131 years old. He died in 

1946. He has been gone 60 years.  
He was a wonderful man and I 
miss him today. He was 55 when I 
was born. Frances was born Feb-
ruary 17, 1904. She would be 102. 
Time gets away, Love Willie Lois.” 
 

Additional Sources   
 
 

• Arkansas History Commission, 
Department of Archives and 
History, Little Rock, Arkansas 
(Military Record of William E. Massey). Massey Family Bible.   

 

• Family records of Frances Massey Bowles and personal knowledge of Frances Bow-
les, Thomas Holland Bowles, Willie Lois Massey Rowland, Lucy Gentry Massey 
Klein and Patricia Bowles.  

 
 

See Biography of Frances Massey, Grandmother. 
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Above: Original gravestones of William 
Massey (5th Great-Grandfather; 1743-
1841), “W. Massey,” and his wife, Eliza-
beth Rives Massey (5th Great-Grand-
mother; 1745-1786), “E. Maffey” (some-
times f was used for s in the 18th century), 
in the Massey-Cureton Family Cemetery 
in Lancaster County, South Carolina. 
Right: Military monument of William 
Massey, who served as a Lt. Colonel in the 
Revolutionary War.     

Additional Massey History 
 
William Massey is noted as a possible 5th Great-Grandfather because, as of this date, it is
not completely certain that he is the father of William A. Massey. There is much circum-

stantial evidence supporting this conclusion, 
especially the fact that his son, named one of 
his sons, William Everard Massey (2nd Great-
Grandfather). Everard is an unusual name and
it is the same middle name given to James
Everard Massey (1762-1837), his uncle, 

and Everard C. Massey (1796-1821), his nephew. William’s date and place of birth fit
well as also the fact that he died before his father made his will. Given what we know,
William Massey of Lancaster County, South Carolina, is likely the father of William A. 
Massey (4th Great-Grandfather).     
 
William Massey (possible 5th Great-Grandfather; 1743-1841) was born in Brunswick
County, Virginia, in 1743 and died in Lancaster County, South Carolina, on March 21, 1841. 
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Above: Overview of the graves of William Massey and Elizabeth Rives Massey (5th Great-
Grandparents) and their son, Henry Massey, in Massey-Cureton Family Cemetery, which is now 
hidden in a forest about a mile northeast of Waxhaw Cemetery, the oldest in upper South 
Carolina. It was once a nice family cemetery surrounded by a stone wall.     

“The Honorable William Massey served as member of the Second Continental Con-
gress.” (South Carolina Gazette, Number 2041, September 1775.)  

“He moved to Lancaster County, South Carolina, just prior to the Revolutionary War, 
with an original land grant from King George of England. Beginning in 1777, he held the
rank of Deputy Quarter Master General of South Carolina in the Revolutionary War and
Lt. Colonel in the Continental Establishment.” (South Carolina Historical Magazine, 
Volume 8, page 789; Virginia Magazine of History, Volume 261, page 163.) References
to William Massey can be found in Ramsey’s History of South Carolina. He was in the 
Siege of Charleston in 1780, and when it fell to the British he became a prisoner of war. 
  
“His sons Henry and Benjamin served in the Revolutionary War under Colonel Kershaw
in Sumter’s Brigade.” 
 
“A government marker has been placed at his grave in the Massey-Cureton Family
Cemetery in the Waxhaws of Lancaster County, Virginia.”   
 
William married Elizabeth Rives Massey (5th Great-Grandmother; 1745-1786), the
widow of his brother, James Massey (5th Great-Granduncle; born in Virginia; died July
1763 in Brunswick County, Virginia), a year after his death in 1764.   
   
James Massey and Elizabeth Rives had three children: Charlotte Massey (1760-1812), 
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Above: Gravestones of Capt. Benjamin 
Massey, his wife Milly Massey, and 
their son, Benjamin Franklin Massey. 
Right: Military monument of Henry 
Massey (4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-
1836), who was a soldier in the Rev-
olutionary War from 1779 to 1781. He 
served valiantly, fighting in five battles 
and many skirmishes, including the 
Battles of Hanging Rock, Blackstock's 
Plantation, and Eutaw Springs. Below: 
Signature of Henry Massey on his 
pension application dated August 30, 
1832.     

James Everard Massey (1762-1837) and Henry Massey (1763-1836). William adopted all
three children after James died.  
 

William and Elizabeth Rives Massey 
had eight children: William Andrew 
Massey (born 1765), Capt. George Mas-
sey (1771-1815), Joseph Massey (1773-1836), Elizabeth Betsey Massey (1774-1807), 
Capt. Benjamin Massey (1775-1846), Polly Massey (born 1776), Jane Massey (born

1773), and Temperance Massey (1786-1854).  
 
In June 2012, I went to Lancaster County, South
Carolina, to find the graves of William and Elizabeth
Massey, The only directions I had to go by was a
statement that the cemetery was “one mile northeast

of Waxhaw Cemetery.” So my brother and I drove into the area hoping that we would meet
someone who knew where it was located. Soon I saw a street sign that said, “Massey” so we
went to the end of the road and I meet a lady working in her yard. Coincidently, she was a
Massey. She knew where the old plantation was, but not the site of the graveyard. She said her
husband would know more and when he came out of their house he told me about the general
area of the Massey land, but didn’t know the exact location of the cemetery. I said I would give
him fifty dollars to help me and so he drove to the site of the old plantation and then at the last
moment said he knew a man that might know. He drove off to see the man and I kept looking
around; ten minutes later he was back and said he could now point me to the right place in the
woods. We drove half of a mile and he said this was the place. We said goodbye and then
I looked into the dense woods and knew it was going to be difficult finding it. Across the 



The Massey and Anderson Families 34

Above: Lt. Colonel William Massey (5th Great-Grandfather) was in the 
Siege of Charleston from March 29, 1780, to May 12, 1780, and forced to 
surrender to the British with his fellow Americans.     

street was a house so I went up and soon a pack of six little dogs came running out with
a young, handicapped man. I asked if he knew about the cemetery and he said, “Yes. I’ll
show you where it is.” We started to walk together across the neighboring property and

the owner came out 
and asked us what
we were doing. We 
told him and then
with a somewhat sur-
prised look said, “I 
just found out three 
hours ago that there
was a cemetery in
those woods.” He
had lived there for
over ten years and
didn’t know anything
about a graveyard
near his home until 
then. He seemed to
realize that something
unusual was going
on. We continued
our walk into the
woods and I was

grateful to have my guide because we got lost for a while before we found the burials. 
Even from just a few feet away the grounds were difficult to see. My new friend stayed
and helped while I photographed my ancestor’s gravestones. An hour later we walked
back to his house. I gave him a hundred dollar bill, which he initially rejected, but
accepted with my insistence. I could tell that he enjoyed our adventure and I felt im-
mensely content that I had been so Providently lead to this sacred, but hidden ground. If
everyone had not been in the right place at the right time I may not have found this
important place before it got dark. This has taken place so many times on my family
history trips that I have come to expect doors to open and good things to happen.—
Richard Martin.                      

  
Henry Massey (4th Great-Granduncle; 1763-1836) was the son of James Massey (5th

Great-Granduncle) and Elizabeth Rives (5th Great-Grandmother). He was born in Nov-
ember 1763 in Brunswick County, Virginia, and died in 1836 in Lancaster County, South
Carolina. His father died suddenly in 1763 before he was born. James made a death bed 
will on July 23, 1763, and left all of his property to his father-in-law, George Rives (6th

Great-Grandfather). His father’s brother, William Massey (5th Great-Grandfather), 
married his mother and raised Henry as his own child. In William’s will he was referred
to as his oldest son.     

 

  
“In a sketch of the Waxhaws in Lancaster County, South Carolina, mention is made of 
Henry Massey and Andrew Jackson. As boys aged 12 to 14, both took part in an
engagement with the British at the Waxhaws when that village was ransacked by the 
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Right: Henry Massey (4th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1763-1836), fought as a soldier in 
many important battles during the Rev-
olutionary War. In some of these battles 
the commanding general was Thomas 
Sumter (top right). He barely missed the 
Battle of Stono, but fought in the fierce 
Battle of Blackstock's Plantation against 
Banastre Tarleton (middle), and he helped 
the Americans win a strategic victory 
over the British at Eutaw Springs (lower 
right).      

British. The boys shouldered Arms and took an active part in the battle or skirmish of the 
Waxhaws. Andrew Jackson who became President of the U.S. was forever a friend of
Henry Massey. 
 
“Henry was a private in the Revolut-
ionary War in the Infantry and cavalry 
at a very young age in 1780. He en-
tered on the pension list (#18103) 5 
Feb 1834 at age 72.” 
 
He married Betsy Cureton and they 
had at least four children: James Cure-
on Massey (1785-1837), Charlotte Mas-
sey (1788-1858), Henry Massey (1794- 
1837), and Everard C. Massey (1796-
1821).   

Henry was buried next to William Mas-
sey in Massey-Cureton Family Cem-
etery in Lancaster County, South Car-
olina. The inscription on his military 
monument reads: “HENRY / MAS-
SEY / SOUTH CAROLINA / PVT. 
DRENNON’S CO. / HAMPTON’S S. 
C. TROOPS / REV. WAR / 1763-
1836.” 
 
Pension application of Henry Massey 
(S18103 fn32SC). Transcribed by Will 
Graves on June 6, 2009.  
  
 

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some 
instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Also, the hand-
writing of the original scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations. Blanks 
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original.]  
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Top left: Richard Martin next to the 
graves of his 5th Great-Grandparents 
in Massey-Cureton Family Ceme-
tery; June 2012. Left: Gravestone of 
Capt. Benjamin Massey (4th Great-
Granduncle; 1775-1846). Above: Old 
stone wall that surrounds the ceme-
tery.         

“State of North Carolina Mecklenburg County. On this 30th day of August 1832 per-
sonally appeared before the Justices of the Court of pleas & Quarter Sessions for the 

County & State before named, now 
sitting, Henry Massey, aged 70 years 
who being first duly sworn according 
to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration, in order to ob-
tain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed June 7th 1832.”  
 
“I was born in Brunswick County 
State of Virginia, my parents with 
me, removed into the State of South 
Carolina 1774. I entered the service 

of the United [States] as a Substitute in place of Drewry Cook I believe under Captain 
William Simpson in Colonel Marshall's Regiment, the day & year not recollected & 
marched near Stono remained about one month in the service & was discharged a few 
days before the Battle there [June 20, 1779]. I then turned out a volunteer under Captain 
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Above: Massey plot. Right: Gravestones of 
Milly Massey (1784-1842), wife of Capt. Ben-
jamin Massey (4th Great-Granduncle) and 
their son, Dr. Benjamin Franklin Massey 
(1812-1843). He left a wife and one child.  

Robert Crawford & joined General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] in the Indian Land 
South Carolina, marched to Waxhaw from thence to Rocky Mount [July 30, 1780] &  

there was in a battle from thence to the 
Hanging Rock [August 6, 1780] was in the 
Battle there, returned home sick—was at this 
time about 2 months in the Army I remained 
for some time at home, I then went as a 
volunteer under Captain Dranon [sic, John 
Drennan] joined General Sumpter at the fish 
Dam Ford [November 8, 1780] Broad River 
the same evening had there a Battle I then 
returned home stayed one day turned out 
again under Colonel Henry Hampton joined 
General Sumpter near Broad River marched 
to Tyger River & there had a battle General 
Sumpter there got wounded [Battle of 
Blackstock's Plantation occurred on November 20, 1780] & the next day we were all 
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Above: Gravestone of Temperance Massey Gillespie (4th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1786-1854) in Six Mile Cemetery, Lan-
caster County, South Carolina; 2012.  

dismissed. I then turned out a volunteer under Colonel Frederick Kimball marched on to 
join General Marion where at the High Hills of his Santee enlisted for one year under 

James Theus Lieutenant Joined 
Colonel Maham Regiment of 
Cavalry, this was July before 
the Battle at Eutaw Springs 
[September 8, 1781] we marched 
down near Cooper River was 
in several little engagements I 
served a four-year at this time 
& was discharged I believe at 
Murry's ferry Santee River. I 
then returned home to Wax-
haw Creek where I then resided 
& remained there till about the 
year 1800. I then removed into 
Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina where I have resided 
ever since—I served in the 
whole as near as I can recollect 
15 or 16 months. I have no 
documentary evidence believ-
ing it not necessary to keep my 
discharges so long, I hereby re-
linquish every claim whatever 
to a pension or annuity except 

the present—my name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any State.”  
 
“Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. Signature / Henry Massey Senr.”  
 
“[William J. Alexander, Joseph McCannaughey & David Kerr gave the standard sup-
porting affidavit.]” 
 
“State of South Carolina Lancaster District: On this 20th day of November 1833 
personally appeared before Hon. Josiah J. Evans Judge of the Court of common pleas 
now sitting, Henry Massey aged 71 years, who being first duly sworn, doth in open court 
makes the following amendments to his declaration, made August 30th 1832 in order to 
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832, which said declaration 
has been returned by the war department as informal and defective.”  
 
“First: He entered the service of the United States, first, as a substitute for Drury Cook, 
and Captain Simpson's company, which was under the command, as he believes of Major 
or Colonel Marshall he cannot recollect the year when he joined the company but 
recollects he was discharged just before the Battle at Stono, which was near Jackson-
borough SC he served as a substitute one month.”  
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Above: Gravestones of Elizabeth A. Johnston Massey (1805-1853) (left), 2nd wife of John Benjamin Massey, 
and Rebecca Massey (1808-1829), 1st wife of John Massey (probably grandson of William Massey, 5th Great- 
Grandfather), and “their infant son who died Sep. 24th 1828 Aged 3 days” in Six Mile Cemetery, Lancaster County, 
South Carolina. Below: Young man who helped me locate the Massey-Cureton Cemetery in June 2012.   

“Second: He volunteered under Captain Crawford & served 2 months.” 
 
“Third: He volunteered under Captain Drennan & served 2 weeks.”  

“Fourth: He volunteered under Captain Colonel Henry Hampton & served 10 weeks. 
For the particulars of this service he refers to his declaration.”  
 
“Fifth: He enlisted under Lieutenant James Theus for 
one year, which time he served out & received his dis-
charge from Colonel Maham.”  
 
“Sixth: He has served in all 16 months & was not during 
the different periods he served named above, engaged in 
any civil pursuit.”  
 
“Interrogatories propounded by the Honorable Judge & 
answered by the declarant as follows: 1st Where and in 
what year were you born? An: He was born in the year 1763, in the State of Virginia, in 
the County then called Brunswick now called Greensville. 2nd Have you any record of 
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your age and if so where is it? Ans: He once had a record of his age in his father's Bible, 
but it is now lost or destroyed. 3rd Where were you living when called into service: 
where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where do you now live? Ans: He 
was living in the Waxhaws settlement South Carolina, in what is now called Lancaster 
District. He lived in Lancaster District, South Carolina until about 35 or 40 years ago 
when he moved to Mecklenburg County where he now resides. 4th How were you called 
into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if in 
substitute, for whom? Ans: He first went as a substitute for Drury Cook—afterwards 
volunteered. 5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops 
when you served, such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the 
general circumstances of your service. Ans: He names General Green [sic, Nathanael 
Greene] as a Regular officer under whom he served for a short time—he names Colonel 
Maham's Regiment in which he also served—he names also Colonel Horry—General 
Marion. This service was one of great hardship, fatigue & difficulty & was confined 
chiefly to the lower part of the State of South Carolina, which is at all times, warm & 
unhealthy when he served as a substitute he marched from Waxhaws which is in a few 
miles of the North Carolina line, through the State of South Carolina & crossed Ashley 
River about 10 miles from Charleston & joined General Lincoln's Army near Stono, 
when he volunteered under Captain Crawford, he secured the Country through what is 
now called Lancaster District where he volunteered under Captain Drennan he secured 
the County from Lancaster to Broad River, where at the Fish Dam Ford which he 
believes is in Chester District SC he joined Sumpter's Army—he then went on to Tyger 
River where they [had] a battle in which he took part. When he was under General 
Marion he secured the Country principally between Charleston & Georgetown—this part 
of the service was of particular hardship—the soldiers were exposed not only to the 
attacks of superior force, but were compelled to lie in swamps & shriek [sic, ?] from 
place to place. 6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom 
was it given and what has become of it? An: He received a discharge from the service 
from Colonel Maham, for the last 12 months he served—it was returned to the office at 
Charleston when he drew an indent of his service. 7th State the names of persons to 
whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. Ans: 
He refers to Mr. J. Alexander, Joseph McCannaughey, and David Kerr.”  
 
“The declarant further states that he served in embodied corps called into service by 
competent authority—he served always as a private. The reason why he makes this 
amendment in Lancaster District is that the Court is now sitting at that place & he is 
desirous that his claim should be acted upon as soon as possible. The following evidence 
of his service is produced—Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above written.”  
 
“Signed / Beckham, Clk Signed / Henry Massey Senr.”  
 
“State of South Carolina Lancaster District: Joseph Gaston Esquire (W23089) states that 
he is acquainted with Henry Massey & knew him during the Revolutionary War—That 
he first became acquainted with him about the time of the Battle at Rocky Mount, which 
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Above: Page from the family Bible of William Everard Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1840-
1910), recording the dates of his conversion and that of his wife, Frances Anderson Massey (2nd 
Great-Grandmother; 1838-1882). They were members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
William wrote the entire page and told the manner of his own conversion. Then he signed it 
“W E Massey.” This is a rare family document.     

was on the 31st day of July 1780 & is well satisfied that Mr. Massey was in that battle 
with him—& that he was also in the Battles of Hanging Rock & Blackstock's—the Battle  

of Hanging Rock was always 7th 1780 and of Blackstock’s was in the fall of the ensuing 
year. He has also known him ever since the war and is satisfied that his statements are 
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Above: Another page from the family Bible of William E. Massey (2nd Great-Grandfather) 
where he recorded the death of his wife, Frances Anderson Massey (2nd Great-Grandmother; 
1838-1882). The death of William was recorded by his second wife, Amelia Jane “Jennie” 
Henderson Massey, on August 20, 1910. She wrote, [he] “Lived a noble life.” Below: Close-up 
of William E. Massey’s signature from his family Bible.  

entitled to full credit. Sworn to and subscribed the day & year above written. Signature / 
S. Beckham, Clerk Signature / Joseph Gaston.”  
 
Entire pension record of Henry Massey is from Southern Campaign American Revolution 
Pension Statements. 

Joseph Massey Jr. (4th Great-Granduncle; 1773-1836) was the son of William Massey 
and Elizabeth Rives (5th Great-Grandparents). He was born in 1773 in Brunswick 
County, Virginia, and died January 19, 1836, in Lancaster County, South Carolina.  
 
James married Martha Hood (1783-
1826) in 1806 in Lancaster County, 
South Carolina, and they had six 
children: James Madison Massey 
(1808-1893), Elizabeth Anna Massey 
Spratt (1811-1884), William Henry 
Massey (1813-1867), Jane Artemisia 
Massey Dunlap (1814-1891), Allen E. “Alonzo” Massey (1817-1900), and Joseph 
Benjamin Massey (1820-1884).  
 
“During the war of 1812, Joseph Massey was appointed to drill and form companies 
of men for the war.”  
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Joseph is buried in an unmarked grave in Presbyterian Cemetery in Lancaster, Lancaster
County, South Carolina.  
 
Capt. Benjamin Massey (4th Great-Granduncle; 1775-1846) was the son of William
Massey and Elizabeth Rives (5th Great-Grandparents) He was born on August 14, 1775,
in Lancaster County, South Carolina, and died July 15, 1846, in the same county.   
 
Benjamin married Mildred Chewn Robinson (1783-1842) and they had three children: 
Elizabeth Rives Massey Cureton (1807-1862), Benjamin Franklin Massey (1812-1843), 
and George Washington Massey (1822-1834).  
  
He was buried near his parents in Massey Cureton Family Cemetery in Lancaster
County, South Carolina. The inscription on his monument reads: SACRED / To the
Memory of / Capt. BENJAMIN MASSEY, / who was born / 14th August 1775, / and
departed this life 15th July 1846. 
 
Temperance Massey Gillespie (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1786-1854) was the daughter of 
William Massey and Elizabeth Rives (5th Great-Grandparents) was born September 30, 
1786, in Lancaster County, South Carolina, and died December 13, 1854, in the same
county.  
 
She married Joseph Gillespie (died March 24, 1839) and had two children: Charlotte Ann
Houston Gillespie Hunt (1810-1898), and Nancy R. Schooley (1813-1884). 
 
Temperance was buried in Six Mile Cemetery in Lancaster County, South Carolina. The
inscription on her gravestone reads: “Sacred / To the Memory of / TEMPERANCE
GILLESPIE / DIED / Dec. 13th 1854 / Aged 68 years 2 mo. & 13 days.”  
 
 Ancestors of William Massey, Possible Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 
William Massey (5th Great-Grandfather) was the son of Joseph Massey (6th Great-
Grandfather; born 1700/1705; died 1760 in Greenville County, Virginia) and his wife,
Elizabeth, who had 14 children. Joseph Massey was the son of John Massey (7th Great-
Grandfather; born 1650 in Petersburg County, Virginia; died after 1720 in Brunswick
County, Virginia).  
  
Ancestors of Elizabeth Rives, Possible Fifth Great-Grandmother 
 

 

Elizabeth Rives (5th Great-Grandmother) was the daughter of George Rives (6th Great-
Grandfather; born 1720 in Prince George County, Virginia; resident of Brunswick
County, Virginia, where he died in 1773; married Sarah Cook April 18, 1747, in
Virginia) and Sarah Ann Cook (6th Great-Grandmother; of Brunswick County, 
Virginia). George Rives was the son of William Rives (7th Great-Grandfather; born
1683; resident of Prince George County, Virginia, where he died 1735/1746) and 
Elizabeth Foster (7th Great-Grandmother; died before June 1, 1759; daughter of
Benjamin Foster). William Rives was the son of George Rives (8th Great-Grandfather; 
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resident of Virginia; died after 1719 in Prince William County, Virginia). George Rives
may be the son of William Ryves (born 1636 in Woodstock, Oxford, England; died
after 1695 in Surry, Virginia).    
  
There are more generations of the Massey and Rives families listed on the Internet, but
they have not been confirmed so they are not listed here.  
 

Obituary of Willie Lois Massey 
 
Today, February 11, 2014, I learned of the death of my great-aunt, Willie Lois Massey 
Rowland. Her obituary was printed on the Internet in Find a Grave.  
 
“Willie Lois Rowland; January 28, 1929-October 28, 2007.” 
 
“Willie Lois Rowland, age 78, of Cabot, formerly of Redfield, went to be with her Lord,
Sunday, October 28, 2007. She was born in Little Rock on January 28, 1929, the
daughter of John William Massey and Eva Elizabeth Blasingame Massey. She was a
member of River Road Non-Denominational Church in Redfield, Order of Eastern Star,
and was an avid gardener.” 
 
“She was preceded in death by her  parents ,  and her  husband,  Jack A.
Rowland.” 
 
“Survivors include her sons, Bryan Rowland and his wife Gillis of Austin, Arkansas,
and Timothy Rowland; and a daughter, Jacque Rowland Hickman of Kansas City, 
Kansas; two grandchildren, John Hickman of Kansas City, Kansas, and Jessica Rowland 
of Sheridan, Arkansas.” 
 
“Cremation arrangements are with Roller-Chenal Funeral Home (501) 224-8300
assisting. Memorials may be made to VFW Post 9095, 1121 Gamble Road, Little
Rock, Arkansas 72211.” 
 
My brother and I had visited Willie Lois at her home in Redfield in 2006 or 2007 and,
apparently, she passed away just a few months after our last visit. She is one of the most 
humble persons that I have ever met, and she was grateful for the smallest of favors. She 
lived with her son, Bryan, for the last years of her life, and never traveled outside of
Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas.  
 
I had not seen Willie Lois for over 30 years when in 1994 I felt inspired to contact her. 
Afterward, I made a number of personal visits to her in Redfield, Arkansas, and we
wrote many letters to each other. Extracts from some of these letters, wherein she related
interesting stories about her father, John William Massey (Great-Grandfather), are
included in this Massey history. I was blessed by her life.—Richard Martin.      
 

Additional Massey History II 
 

The expansion of information on the Internet has made it possible to find new family 



The Massey and Anderson Families 45

Above right: Monument of Felix W. Massey (1828-1912; son of David Andrew Massey, 3rd 
Great-Granduncle) in Texas State Cemetery in Austin, Texas. He served as a private in 
Company H, 11th Texas Cavalry, during the Civil War from 1862 until 1864 and fought in a 
number of major battles, including Stones River (top left) and Chickamauga (above left).    

 

history that was unavailable a few years ago. I found most of this new Massey history at 
Ancestry.com and Find a Grave in March 2015. Note: Some history is repeated here
from previous entries for ease of reference. 
 
William Andrew Massey, Fourth Great-Grandfather 
 
William Andrew Massey (4th Great-Grandfather, 1765-before 1849) was born in 1765

in Virginia or Waxhaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina, and died after 1830 and
before 1849 in Humphreys County, Tennessee. He married Elizabeth “Betsy” Marshall
(born 1770 in South Carolina; died 1850 in Madison County, Tennessee) in Lancaster 
County, South Carolina, and had six children: William Massey (1785-1849), David
Andrew Massey (born 1795 in South Carolina; married Sarah, who was born in 1801 in
Kentucky, and had eight children; see below), Thomas Massey (born 1795), Ewell L. 
Massey (born 1814 in Tennessee; died by 1850), Joseph Bellamy Massey (born 1820
in Tennessee; married Mary, who was born in 1830 in Tennessee), and John Massey
(1825-1871). Note: Other sources state that Elizabeth Marshall was born in 1791 in
Virginia, and only Ewell L. Massey and Joseph Bellamy Massey were previously known
as children of William A. Massey. The other children have not been verified.   
 
David Andrew Massey (3rd Great-Granduncle; son of William Andrew Massey, 4th
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Great-Grandfather) was born about 1795 in Lancaster County, South Carolina. He 
married Sarah (born about 1801 in Kentucky; died before 1860 in Humphreys County,
Tennessee) and had eight children, all born in Humphreys County, Tennessee: John
Massey (born in 1826), Felix Massey (born about 1828; died July 14, 1912; see below),
Rufus Massey (born 1832), Sarah Massey (born 1834), Armelia Massey (born 1836), 
Mary Massey (born 1838), Parthenia Massey (born 1841), and Rovena Massey (born
1843). David Andrew Massey resided in Humphreys County, Tennessee, in 1830, 1850,
and 1860 (District 6).       
 
Felix W. Massey (1828-1912; son of David Andrew Massey, 3rd Great-Granduncle) was 
born about 1828 in Humphreys County, Tennessee, and died July 14, 1912, in Austin, 
Travis, Texas; buried in Texas State Cemetery in Austin, Travis County, Texas. He
married Susan (born in 1843) and resided in Hunt County, Texas, in 1860 and 1870; Van
Zandt County, Texas, in 1880, and Austin, Travis, Texas, in 1910. He moved from
Tennessee to Hunt County, Texas, in 1855.  
  
“Felix enlisted in the Confederate Army on January 31, 1862, in Hunt County, Texas, 
and was mustered into Company H, 11th Texas Cavalry, which was also known as
Young’s Regiment and the 3rd Texas Cavalry.” 
 
“Soon after his enlistment, the 11th Cavalry was assigned to the Indian Territory and
Arkansas, where Massey’s horse was shot out from under him at the Battle of Elkhorn
on March 6, 1862. Sometime after that, he was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant of Company 
H, but retained his rank as a private because he failed to report for duty.” 
  
“After being dismounted, the 11th Cavalry moved east of the Mississippi River and
participated in the Battles of Richmond, Kentucky and Murfreesboro, Tennessee.”
 
“After leaving Tennessee, the 11th Cavalry was remounted and moved into Georgia,
where they participated in the Battles of Chickamauga, Knoxville and the Atlanta
Campaigns, before moving to Savannah and then into the Carolinas.” 
 
“Massey, however, deserted his regiment in August, 1864, and signed an Oath of
Allegiance to the United States at Nashville, Tennessee, on August 16. After signing a 
second oath on August 29, 1864, while in a military prison in Louisville, Kentucky,
he was released on the grounds that he was to remain north of the Ohio River for the 
remainder of the war.” 
 
“Sometime after the War, Massey returned to Lone Oak, Hunt, Texas, and worked as 
a clerk and bookkeeper, until September 16, 1902, when he moved to the Texas
Confederate Home in Austin. After living in the Home for nearly ten years, Felix W.
Massey died on July 14, 1912.” He is buried in the Confederate Field, Section 1, Row
E, Number 37 in Texas State Cemetery at 909 Navasota Street in Austin, Texas.  
 
Joseph Bellamy Massey (3rd Great-Granduncle; son of William Andrew Massey, 4th

Great-Grandfather) was born in 1820 in Tennessee. He married Mary A. and had five
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Above: Original Woodman of the World monuments 
of Joseph Elisha Massey (1851-1905; son of Joseph 
Bellamy Massey, 3rd Great-Granduncle), and his wife, 
Rosa Bell Roland (1858-1915), in Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Calera, Bryan County, Oklahoma. Right: Monument 
of Joseph and Rosa Roland Massey, their children: 
Guss, Linnie, Joseph, James, Nellie, and Anna Mas-
sey; and their spouses in Rose Hill Cemetery.  

children: Susan Massey (born 1844), Elizabeth Massey (born 1845), George Massey 
(born 1848 in Tennessee), Narcissa Massey (born 1850), and Joseph Elisha Massey
(born September 24, 1851, in Tennessee; died May 29, 1905, in Sterrett, Oklahoma; see

below). On January 14, 1861, Joseph B. Massey acquired 76 acres of land on “Blue
Creek of the Duck River” in Humphreys County, Tennessee (North Carolina and
Tennessee, Early Land Records, 1753-1931). Joseph B. Massey was listed with his
family in the 1870 census of Humphreys County, Tennessee, where he resided in District
7 (Waverly Post Office).   
 
Joseph Elisha Massey (son of Joseph Bellamy Massey, 3rd Great-Granduncle) was born 
September 24, 1851, in Tennessee and died May 29, 1905, in Sterrett, Oklahoma; buried
in Rose Hill Cemetery in Calera, Bryan County, Oklahoma. He married Rosa Bell
Rowland (born November 10, 1855; died April 28, 1915) and had five children: Gus
Roland Massey (born July 20, 1876; died September 16, 1943; buried in Rose Hill
Cemetery; married Nancy Elizabeth Duckworth [born May 24, 1881; died February 16,
1947] and had three known children: Berry Esther Massey [1902-1995], Joseph Overton 
Massey [1903-1985], and Jay Massey [1918-2003]), Linnie Bell Massey (born December
22, 1880; died July 10, 1962; married Byron Bouchard [born May 15, 1870; died January
17, 1956]), Joseph Dallamy Massey (born February 8, 1883; died October 4, 1948;
married Ruby Davis [born September 5, 1883; died March 17, 1961]), James Thomas
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Left: Gus Roland Massey (1876-1943; son of Joseph 
Elisha Massey, son of Joseph Bellamy Massey, 3rd 
Great-Granduncle) and his gravestone (above) in Rose 
Hill Cemetery, Calera, Bryan County, Oklahoma. 
Below: Gravestones of James Thomas Massey (1885-
1951; brother of Gus Roland Massey), and his wife, 
Sophia Gertrude Moats Massey (1900-1966), in Mount 
Olivet Cemetery in Hugo, Choctaw, Oklahoma. Lower 
left: Anna R. Massey Pointer (1898-1932; sister of Gus 
Roland Massey) in Rose Hill Cemetery. 

Massey (born November 3, 1885, in Texas; died August 10, 1961, in Oklahoma; buried 
in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Hugo, Choctaw County, Oklahoma; married Sophia
Gertrude Moats [born January 8, 1900, in Kansas; died July 18, 1966, in California] on

August 19, 1918, in Atoka, Oklahoma, and had three
children: Tom Garland Massey [1925-1946], Nell
Jean Massey [1927-2008], 
and Betty Lou Massey [1929-
2007]), Nellie Grace Massey 
(born January 10, 1889; died 
January 30, 1967; married 
first, Thomas E. Ferguson [1885-1920]; married sec-
ond, Elmer Owen Ward), Anna Ruth Massey (born
April 10, 1899; died 1932; married first, James
Golden; married second J. E. Pointer; buried in Rose
Hill Cemetery), and Molly Massey, who died as an
infant.  

                                               
Obituary of Joseph Elisha Massey: “J. E. Massey of
Sterrett [Oklahoma] died Monday evening very sud-
denly of heart and stomach trouble. He had been sick
for a long time, but it was thought he was improving.
He had been up walk-
ing around town. 

Coming in home in the evening he laid down on a 
bed and not moving for some time his wife went to 
him and found him dying. He was dead before the 
doctor could get there.”  
 
“The funeral took place yesterday evening. Mr. Massey 
was well known in this country and North Texas, 
where he has lived for years. He leaves a wife and 
five children (Durant Weekly News, Durant, Oklahoma; 
June 2, 1905).”  
 

Joseph Massey, Sixth great-Grandfather 
 
Joseph Massey (6th Great-Grandfather) married Elizabeth and had 14 children. A source on Ancestry.com says that 
Elizabeth’s surname was Lee, and that she was born in 1700 in Brunswick County, Virginia, and died there in 1760.  
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Above right: Lillie Emma “Mimi” Massey (born 1875; daughter of Alan Norflet Massey, 2nd 
Great-Granduncle). Above left: Gravestone of Robert William Wrye (1866-1941; husband of 
Mimi Massey) in Evergreen Cemetery in McGregor, McLennan County, Texas. Robert once 
served as a U.S. Marshall.      

John Massey, Seventh Great-Grandfather 
 
John Massey (7th Great-Grandfather) was born in 1650 in Petersburg, Dinwiddie,
Virginia, and died in 1720 in Brunswick County, Virginia. He married Frances (surname 
unknown; born in 1655 in England or Prince George County, Virginia; died June 5,
1740, in Brunswick County, Virginia) and had five children: John Massey (died 1748),
Hezekiah Massey (1670-1727), Ann Massey (1678-
1757), Joseph Massey (1690-1760), and Richard 
Massey (1696-1740). (John Massey and Ann Massey 
are new in this list of John Massey’s children. Also, his 
wife’s name was previously unknown.) 
 
Ewell L. Massey, Third Great-Grandfather 
 
Ewell L. Massey (3rd Great-Grandfather; 1814-1850) 

was living in District 17 in Madison County, Tennessee, with his wife, Lucy Gentry
Massey (age 38), and children: Elizabeth Massey (age 13), William Massey (age 10),
Harriet Massey (age 6), Norfleet Massey (age 4), and John Massey (age 1). The cause of
his early death is unknown.   
 
Alan Nauf (Ned) (Norflet) Massey (1845-1897; 2nd Great-Granduncle; son of Ewell L. 
Massey, 3rd Great-Grandfather) married Delila Jane Favor (born January 1848 in Tal-
ladega, Talladega, Alabama; died in Bonham, Fannin, Texas; daughter of Middleton H.
Favor [born February 22, 1813, in Wilkes County, Georgia; died December 12, 1888, in
Fannin County, Texas] and Jane Hosey [born March 1, 1818, in Tennessee; died Nov-
ember 19, 1880, in Fannin County, Texas]) in 1870 in Fannin County, Texas, and had five
children: Lillie (born 1875), William (1877-1888), Lucy (1878-1964), Middleton (1886-
1967) and Virginia Massey (1888-1938). (See Additional History III for more infor-
mation.) Alan resided in Fannin County, Texas, in 1880, may have lived in Roane
County, Tennessee, in 1891, but died in Monkstown, Fannin County, Texas, in 1897.  
 
Lillie Emma “Mimi” Massey (born 1875; daughter of Alan Norflet Massey, 2nd Great- 
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Above: Rosa May Wyre Handlin (1893-1980; daughter of Lillie Emma “Mimi” Massey, 
daughter of Alan Norflet Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) and her husband, Edward Hand-
lin (1886-1959); their monument in Kleberg Cemetery in Kleberg, Dallas County, Texas.   

Granduncle) was born in 1875 in Texas. She married Robert William Wrye (born August 
29, 1866 in Muscatine County, Iowa; died November 18, 1941, in Oglesby, Coryell, 

Texas; buried in Evergreen
Cemetery in McGregor, Mc-
Lennan County, Texas; son
of David Anthony Wrye, born
1845 in Scotland, and Nancy
Elizabeth Frankcum, born
1850 of Iowa; Robert “was
in business in Dallas before
moving to Station Creek, where
he spent his last 22 years;
was at one time appointed
and held the position of U.S.
Marshall; died at his home in
Station Creek near McGregor,
Texas”) on February 20, 1890, 
 

in Fannin County, Texas, and had one known child: Rosa May Wyre (1893-1980). Lillie 
resided with her family in Dallas, Texas, in 1910.  
 
Rosa May Wyre (1893-1980; daughter of Lillie Emma “Mimi” Massey, daughter of
Alan Norflet Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) was born May 16, 1893, in Texas and died
February 13, 1980, in Van Zandt County, Texas; buried in Kleberg Cemetery in Kleberg,
Dallas County, Texas, with her husband. She married Edward Handlin (born January 2,
1886, in Coryell County, Texas; died September 24, 1959, in Dallas, Dallas County,
Texas; son of Thomas Andy Andrew Handlin, 1858-1927, and Amanda Ruth “Mandy” 
Brinegar, 1855-1896) in 1908 in Lancaster, Dallas County, Texas, and had one known
child: Janie Pauline Hadlin (1912-1996). Rosa resided with her family in Dallas County,
Texas, in 1924, 1928, 1930, 1931, 1933, 1935, 1940, and 1959.   
 
Janie Pauline Handlin (1912-1996; daughter of Rosa May Wyre, daughter of Lillie
Emma “Mimi” Massey, daughter of Alan Norflet Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) was
born July 5, 1912, in Texas and died January 30, 1996, in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas.
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Above: Janie Pauline Handlin (1912-
1996; daughter of Rosa May Wyre, 
daughter of Lillie Emma “Mimi” 
Massey, daughter of Alan Norflet 
Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle), 
her daughter (unknown), and (top 
left) her husband, Joseph Rudolph 
Konderia (1910-1992). Left: Her 
mother-in-law, Filomena Sliz (1887-
1953), and father-in-law, Anton J. 
Konderia (1887-1941), who emigrated 
from Poland to Galveston, Texas, 
on July 7, 1913. Pictured with Anton 
is his son, Joseph Konderia, prob-
ably in 1919.   

She married Joseph Rudolph Konderia (born August 5, 1910, in Poland; died March 9, 
1992, in Dallas, Dallas, Texas; son of Anton J. Konderia, [born June 11, 1887, in Schi-
bitz, Poland; died October 
15, 1941, in Dallas, Dallas, 
Texas], and Filomena Silz 
[born December 5, 1887, in 
Poland; died February 17, 
1953, in Dallas, Dallas, Texas]) 
on June 27, 1929, in Dallas, 
Texas, and had at least one 
known child. Joseph Konderia 
emigrated from Poland to 
America when he was almost 
three years old on July 7, 
1913, through the port of 
Galveston.  
 
Harriet Massey (born 1846; 
2nd Great-Grandaunt; daughter 

of Ewell L. Massey, 3rd Great-Grandfather) was born 
in April 1846 in Jackson, Madison, Tennessee. She 
married Newton E. Clark about 1865 in Tennessee 
and had at least two children: George E. Clark (born 
1872/1873; he married unknown [divorced] and had 
two children: Earl R. Clark [born November 1892] and Tatula L. Clark [born February 1894]) 
and Nannie Clark (born 1876/1877). Harriet married second, Edward Gardner (born Jan-
uary 1842 in New York), in 1886 and they resided in Poplar Bluff, Butler, Missouri, in 1900. 

 
 

Additional Anderson History   

“ANDERSON: The Anderson name is Scotch. There is a tradition among the widely 
scattered descendants that the family came to Anne Arundel County, Maryland, from 
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Virginia.” (Quoted material in this Anderson section is from The Andersons from the 
Great Fork of the Patuxent.) 

Family of John Anderson, Sixth Great-Grandfather 

“John Anderson (6th Great-Grandfather), who died in 1727, may not have been the 
original Anderson settler in Anne Arundel County, but he is the first to present a proven 
genealogical line. There is no trace of any land belonging to him through grant, inheri-
tance or purchase. John Anderson’s will dated September 20, 1725, probated March 31, 
1727 (recorded in Liber 19, C.C. 2, 272, Land Office, Annapolis, Maryland), was wit-
nessed by Thomas Gimber, William McDaniell and Samuel Battel. The estate valued at 
œ 200/6/2, an affluent one for that day, consisted of 38 head of cattle, 26 head of sheep, 4 
horses, 52 hogs, and 1 white man servant.” (See Inventory Liber 12, folio 440; see also, 
Testamentary Proceedings, Liber 28, folio 124.)  

“To his son, Thomas Anderson, he bequeathed ‘one shilling and no more;’ to his 
daughter, Hannah, ‘one cow and one calf;’ to his daughter, Elizabeth Powell, the use of 
one cow and one calf during her natural life and then to his granddaughter Elizabeth 
Powell; to his sons, William and Benjamin, one gun apiece. The residue of his estate was 
left equally to his son, William, and his wife, Elizabeth, who were named as his Executors.” 

“In the name of God Amen, I John Anderson of Anne Arundell County in the Province 
of Maryland being infirm of body but thru the mercie of God am of sound mind & 
disposing memory I doth make this my last Will & Testament this Twentiath Day of 
September Anno Domi: One Thousand Seven Hundred and Twenty Five in mannor and 
form following, that is to say: I recommend my soul unto Almighty God my Creator 
Trusting on his infinite goodness & mercies for all his...remission of my sins and an 
assured Resurrection and a happy and glorious state of blissfulness forever my body to 
the earth to be buried in decent mannor, and such Worldy goods as it hath pleased God of 
his bounty to possess me with. I do hereby will and dispose of them as followith: Item I 
give unto my son Thomas one Shilling: Item I give grant & bequeath unto my Daughter 
Hannah one Cow & Calfe. Item: I desire that my Daughter Elizabeth (Eliza) may have 
the uss of one Cow & Calf and their increase during the time of her natural life and then 
to go & descend unto my Granddaughter Eliza Powell & her heirs forever. I give unto my 
sons William & Benjamin one gun apiece, after my just debts be paid funeral expenses & 
legacies be fully satisfied, my will is that my wife Elizabeth & my son William may 
enjoy all of remainder of my Estate, share and share alike to their own proper use and 
further I do hereby make ordain, constitute and appoint my beloved wife Elizabeth and 
my son William my whole and sole executors of this my last will & testament and also 
make Nul and Void all other and former Wills and Testaments by me made at any time 
heretofore. In witness I have set my hand and seal the day & year above written. his 
mark. Tho G X Guiber, J A (Seal).” (Will Book 19, page 272, Liber 15 Folio 272-273.) 

“William MacDaniel At the foot of the afore going Will was thus written Sam’l Battel 
vis: Came Thomas Guiber one of the subscribing evidences to the above will who makes 
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oath upon the holy Evangelists of almighty God that he saw the above…John Anderson 
his Testator signs and seals above instrument as his last Will and Testament and at the 
same time heard him publish & declare the same to be that at the time of his so doing he 
was of sound disposing mind & memory to the best of his knowledge and this Thomas 
Guibor further makes Oath that the above named Wm McDaniel & Saml Battel signed 
their names at the same time with him as Evidences to the above Will. Sworn to before 
me this 31 March 1727. John Beale Deputy County AA Cty.” (John Anderson was buried 
in Ann Arundel County, Maryland.) 

“John Anderson (born April 14, 1665, in Anne Arundel County, Maryland; died 1727 in 
Herring Creek Parish, Anne Arundel County, Maryland) married Elizabeth Pratt (born 
about 1670 in Herring Creek, Anne Arundel County, Maryland; died in Herring Creek; 
daughter of Thomas Pratt [1646-1687] and Jane Cumber, 1640-1720) in 1693 in South 
River Park, Anne Arundel County, Maryland and had six children: 1. John Anderson Jr., 
born January 24, 1692/1693, in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; died or christened on 
September 17, 1704, in St. James Parish, Ann Arundel County, Maryland. 2. Elizabeth 
Anderson, born October 15, 1694, in Bedford County, Pennsylvania; died in Wells 
Valley, Fulton County, Pennsylvania. 3. Thomas Anderson, born March 3, 1697, in Ann 
Arundel County, Maryland; christened on September 17, 1704, in St. James Parish, Ann 
Arundel County, Maryland; died 1778 in Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland. 4. Benjamin 
Anderson, born January 20, 1700/1701, in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; christened 
August 20, 1704. 5. Hannah Anderson, born about 1703 in Ann Arundel County, 
Maryland. 6. William Anderson, born 1705 (or 1699) in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; 
died 1741 on Providence Plantation in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; married after 
July 23, 1726, Susannah Meek (1705-1766), daughter of John and Mary Meek and 
widow of John Phelps,” and had five children: William Anderson, 1725-1805, Mary 
Anderson, 1726-1805, James Anderson, 1729-1804, Jane Anderson, born 1731, and 
Absolom Anderson, 1735-1775.  

Thomas Pratt (7th Great-Grandfather) was born in 1646 in Pratts, Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland, and died April 22, 1687, in Pratts, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He 
married Jane Cumber (7th Great-Grandmother; born 1640 in West River, Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland; died December 5, 1720, in Pratts, Anne Arundel County, Maryland; 
daughter of John Cumber [born 1610 in Dorking Parish, Surrey County, England; died 
1677 in West River, Anne Arundel County, Maryland; married Judith Parker on 1650] 
and Judith Parker, perhaps daughter of William Parker [born Hartford, Hartford, 
Connecticut; died December 28, 1686, in Saybrook, Middlesex, Connecticut; married 
Mary Rawlins in April 1639, in Plymouth, Plymouth Massachusetts, and had six 
children; son of William Parker, born 1590 of Wallingford, New Haven, Connecticut; 
died 1662 in Wallingford, New Haven, Connecticut; William was the son of Abraham 
Parker, born November 18, 1544, of Sussex County, England; died 1569 in Sussex 
County, England, and Rose Whitlock, born 1552 in England], and Mary Rawlins [born 
January 1, 1619, of Scituate, Plymouth, Massachusetts; died August 16, 1651, in Scituate, 
Plymouth, Massachusetts; daughter of Thomas Rawlins, born 1600 in Weymouth, 
Dorset, England; died March 15, 1660, in Boston, Massachusetts) in 1663 in West River, 
Anne Arundel County, Maryland, and had four children: Hannah Pratt (married Richard 
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Gotte; see below), Susanna Pratt (born in Anne Arundel County, Maryland), Thomas 
Pratt (died July 11, 1711, in Anne Arundel County, Maryland; married Jane and had four 
children: Ann Pratt, John Pratt, Joseph Pratt, and Thomas Pratt, born 1698), and Eliza-
beth Pratt (born 1670 in Maryland).   

Hannah Pratt (6th Great-Grandaunt; daughter of Thomas Pratt, 7th Great-Grandfather) 
married Richard Gotte (died 1691) and had ten children: Hannah Gotte (born 1686), 
Susanna Gotte (born 1688), Richard Gotte (born 1692), Robert Gotte (born 1693), 
Anthony Gotte (born 1694), Matthew Gotte (born 1697), John Gotte (born 1700), Sarah 
Gotte (born 1704), Samuel Gotte (born 1706), and Capell Gotte (born 1709).   

“Elizabeth Anderson (5th Great-Grandaunt, daughter of John Anderson, 6th Great-
Grandfather) was born October 15, 1694 in Bedford County, Pennsylvania; christened on 
September 17, 1704, St. James Parish in Anne Arundel County, Maryland, and died in 
Wells Valley, Fulton County, Pennsylvania; buried in Herring Creek, Ann Arundel 
County, Maryland. She married William Pearce on September 5, 1711, in St. James 
Parish, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He was born about 1685 in ‘Pascall’s Chance,’ 
Herring Creek, Ann Arundel County, Maryland, and died September 12, 1719. Elizabeth 
and William had two known children: William Pearce Jr. (born 1712 in ‘Pascall’s Chance,’ 
Ann Arundel County, Maryland; died 1783 in Recordville, Baltimore, Maryland) and 
John Pearce (born March 10, 1713/1714, in ‘Pascall’s Chance,’ Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland).” 

“Benjamin Anderson (5th Great-Granduncle; son of John Anderson, 6th Great-Grand-
father) was born January 20, 1700/1701 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; christened: 
August 20, 1704, Ann Arundel County, Maryland. He married Sarah Thornbury (born 
about 1703 in Maryland) in April 1727 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland, and had 
seven children: Abraham Anderson (1725-1776), Cassandra Anderson (1727-1794), 
William Anderson (born March 30, 1730, in Baltimore County, Maryland), Benjamin 
Anderson (born February 4, 1731/1732, in Baltimore County, Maryland), Mary Ander-
son (born January 18, 1737/1738, in Baltimore County, Maryland), Elizabeth Anderson 
(born 1737), and John Anderson (born May 8, 1741, in Baltimore County, Maryland).” 

“William Anderson (5th Great-Granduncle; son of John Anderson, 6th Great-Grand-
father) was born in 1705 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland, and died 1741 in Ann 
Arundel County, Maryland. He married Susannah Meek (daughter of John and Mary 
Meek, and widow of John Phelps—see will of Mary Meek Boice, probated July 23, 
1726, and recorded in Liber 20, folio 271) after July 23, 1726, in Ann Arundel County, 
Maryland. She was born in Ann Arundel County, Maryland, and died December 1766 in 
Ann Arundel County, Maryland…When William Anderson died in 1741 he left his wife 
to settle his estate, as his sons were all under the age of twenty one years. His estate was 
valued at œ 149/14/9, consisting of 84 head of stock, farm tools, cooper’s tools, shoe-
maker’s tools and an assortment of furniture. Susannah Anderson filed an account, which 
is recorded in Liber 18, folio 422.” 
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“In 1754, by Warrant of Resurvey, Susannah Anderson took 670 acres of land which 
she called Providence, and in 1755 she took 230 acres called Mistake in Friendship.” 
 
“On October 11, 1755, she conveyed Mistake in Friendship to her son, John Phelps. On  
October 12, 1756 she conveyed one hundred and sixty five acres, part of Providence to 
her son William Anderson; on the same date she conveyed sixty acres, part of Prov-
idence, to her son James; and on the same date two hundred and nine acres, part of 
Providence, to Richard Snowden, Ironmaster.” 

“On September 8, 1758, Susannah Anderson made her will which was witnessed by 
Jeremiah Mullikin, William Nicols and Joshua Clark. Her Will was probated December 
30, 1766, and recorded in Land Office records Book C.G.3 (Book 35) folio 251. In it she 
named her children: John Phelps, James Anderson, William Anderson, Absolom An-
derson, Jane Waters, Mary Stewart.” 

“In her will she devised to her son Absolom Anderson the remainder of the tract called 
Providence. The original will is on file in the Land Office.”  

“Children of William Anderson and Susannah Meek are: 1. Jane Anderson (born in Ann 
Arundel County, Maryland. She married Waters). 2. William Anderson (born about 1725 
in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; died March 1805 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland). 
3. Mary Anderson (born 1726 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland. She married Mr. 
Stewart). 4. James Anderson (born February 25, 1728/1729 in Ann Arundel County, 
Maryland; died June 1807 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland). 5. Absolom Anderson 
(born about 1732 in Ann Arundel County, Maryland; died October 1, 1807, in Ann 
Arundel County, Maryland. He married first, Mary Clark; second, Anne Duckett).” 

Alternate Pedigree for Isaac Anderson, Third                
Great-Grandfather 

It’s possible that the parents of Isaac Anderson (3rd Great-Grandfather; 1797-1855) are 
John Anderson (possible 4th Great-Grandfather; 1758-1836) and Nancy Ann Clark 
(possible 4th Great-Grandmother; 1766-1847), instead of James Anderson and Sarah 
Banfield. Appaently, they both had a son named Isaac Anderson. Two sources on 
Ancestry.com give this alternate linage as that belonging to Isaac Anderson (1797-1855), 
so it is presented here as a strong possibility.  

John Anderson, possible Fourth Great-Grandfather 

John Anderson (possible 4th Great-Grandfather; 1758-1836) was born July 30, 1758, in 
Winchester, Frederick, Virginia, and died March 12, 1836, in Davidson, Davidson, 
Tennessee. He married first Anna Holland (born 1760) and had a son, William Preston 
Anderson (born 1774 in Botetourt County, Virginia; died April 25, 1831, in Winchester, 
Franklin, Virginia). After Anna died young, John married second, Nancy Ann Clark 
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(possible 4th Great-Grandmother; born May 2, 1766, in Winchester, Frederick, Virginia; 
died 1847 in Chesnut Grove, Davidson County, Tennessee), on August 3, 1784, in 
Winchester, Frederick County, Virginia, and had 11 children: Benjamin Clark Anderson 
(born October 13, 1785, in Frederick County, Virginia; died April 23, 1871, in Weakley, 
County, Tennessee; married Sarah Burton [born 1801]), John Anderson (born March 10, 
1787, in Orangeburg County, South Carolina; died about 1861 in Benton County, 
Tennessee; married Elizabeth), Robert B. Anderson (born January 25, 1789, in Orange-
burg County, South Carolina; died 1830 in Tennessee; married Elizabeth Mothershed), 
George Washington Anderson (born February 11, 1791, in Orangeburg County, South 
Carolina), Oliver C. Anderson (born March 27, 1792 or 1797, in Logan County, Ken-
tucky; died September 30, 1874, in Nashville, Tennessee), William Porter Anderson 
(born March 16, 1794, in Orangeburg County, Virginia, or Spartanburg County, South 
Carolina; died May 26, 1857 in Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee; married Elizabeth 
Taylor, born 1790), Isaac Anderson (born November 7, 1796, in Logan County, Ken-
tucky; died in April 1855 in Humphreys County, Tennessee; another source says that he 
died on May 26, 1857, in Davidson County, Tennessee, but both give the same birth date; 
married first Sarah Duratt on March 13, 1821, in Nashville, Tennessee; married second, 
Nancy Simmons in 1830), Summerfield Nox Anderson (born December 1, 1798; died 
October 21, 1892, in Cheatham County, Tennessee; married John Hannah, born 
1793), Beriman D. Anderson (born November 29, 1800, in Logan County, Kentucky), 
Baylis Earle Anderson (born November 7, 1802, in Davidson County, Tennessee; died 
May 20, 1845, in Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee; married Jane Jones on September 5, 
1826, in Nashville, Tennessee), and Miriam “Mary” Anderson (born January 21, 1805, in 
Davidson County, Tennessee; died before 1837 in Chestnut Grove, Davidson County, 
Tennessee; married John Johnston on September 20, 1819).          

Robert B. Anderson (possible 3rd Great-Granduncle; son of John Anderson, possible 4th 
Great-Grandfather) was born January 25, 1789, in Orangeburg County, South Carolina, 
and died 1830 in Tennessee. He married Elizabeth Mothershed on April 10, 1815, in 
Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee, and had five children: John T. Anderson (1813-1860), 
Elizabeth Anderson (1819-1878), Lavina Anderson (1823-1902), Anna Laura Mother-
shed Anderson (1824-1888), and Isaac S. Anderson (born 1828).  

Oliver Clark, possible Fifth Great-Grandfather 

Oliver Clark (possible 5th Great-Grandfather; 1738-1791) was born about 1738 in 
Lancaster, Culpeper, or Frederick County, Virginia, and died before July 18, 1791, in 
Culpeper County, Virginia. He married Mary or Wilamena Welles (born 1738 of Spar-
tanburg, Spartanburg County, South Carolina; died 1809 in Spartanburg, Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina; parents unknown) on December 25, 1764, in Southampton, 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and had seven children: Lucy Clark (born 1755 in Spartan-
burg, Spartanburg County, South Carolina; died July 18, 1840, in Anderson, Anderson, 
South Carolina; married Samuel Kelso [1752-1817] in 1799 in Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina, and had four children: Mary Kelso [born 1800], Martha Kelso [born 1802], 
Jane Kelso [born 1803], and Sarah Kelso [born 1804]), John Clark (born 1759 in Shen-
andoah County or Lancaster County, Virginia; died May 17, 1844, in New Prospect, 
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Spartanburg, South Carolina; married Mary McDowell [1775-1855]), Nancy Ann Clark 
(born May 2, 1766, in Winchester, Frederick, Virginia; died 1847 in Chestnut Grove, 
Davidson, Tennessee; married John Anderson on August 3, 1784, in Frederick County, 
Virginia; see above), Benjamin Clark (born May 18, 1769; died 1825 in Muhlenberg 
County, Kentucky; married Rhoda Earle [born 1773], and had five children: Sally 
Hampton Clark [1794-1842], Mahalith Clark [1796-1797], Baylis Oliver Clark [born 1800], 
Amanda Molivna Galen Clark [born 1802], and Eliza Thompson Clark [born 1805]), 
Frances Eleanor Clark (born January 20, 1773, in Caroline County, Virginia; died June 
19, 1825, in St. Louis, St. Louis, Missouri), Mary Clark (born 1774 in Virginia; died 
1856 in Davidson County, Tennessee), and Polly Clark (born 1775 in Virginia; died 
1850; married Leonard Burnett; see below).   

Polly Clark (possible 4th Great-Grandaunt; 1775-1850) was born in 1775 in Virginia and 
died in 1850. She married Leonard Burnett (1774-1852) and had nine children: Harriet 
Burnett (died 1852), Pheby Burnett, Sally Burnett (died 1852), Leonard Burnett (born 
1810), Catherine Burnett (1817-1852), Mary Burnett (born 1820), John O. Burnett (born 
1823), William C. Burnett (born 1836) and Susanna Burnett (born 1836). Note: William 
C. Burnett and Susanna Burnett cannot be Polly’s children because she would have been 
61 year old when they were born. Of course they could be her children if their birth-
dates are wrong.   

William Clark, possible Sixth Great-Grandfather 

William Clark (possible 6th Great-Grandfather; 1700-1750) was born in 1700 in Virginia 
and died in 1750 in Lancaster County, Virginia. He married Winifred Martin (possible 
6th Great-Grandmother; born 1710 in Lancaster County, Virginia; died 1750 in Virginia), 
and had four children: Benjamin Clark (born 1720), Daniel Clark (born 1720), Oliver 
Clark (1738-1791), and Alexander Clark (born June 7, 1747).   

Alexander Clark, possible Seventh Great-Grandfather 

Alexander Clark (possible 7th Great-Grandfather; born 1668) was born in 1668 in 
Henrico County, Virginia. He married Anne Blancharedt (possible 7th Great-Grand-
mother; born 1675; parents unknown) on January 20, 1693, in St. John’s Church in Hen-
rico County, Virginia, and had one known son: William Clark (1700-1750). 

Henry Clark, possible Eighth Great-Grandfather 

Henry Clark (possible 8th Great-Grandfather; 1645-1721) was born in 1645 in Surry, 
Surry County, Virginia, and died July 19, 1721, in Farnham, Richmond, Virginia. He 
married Elizabeth Jasper (possible 8th Great-Grandmother; born 1659 in Richmond, 
Wise, Virginia; died 1725 in Richmond, Wise, Virginia; parents unknown) and had four 
children: Alexander Clark (born 1668), Elizabeth Jasper Clark (1683-1719), William 
Clark (1687-1726), and Alexander Clark (1700-1744).  
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Henry Clarke, possible Ninth Great-Grandfather 

Henry Clark (possible 9th Great-Grandfather; 1627-1678) was born in 1627 in Surry, Surry County, 
Virginia, and died April 18, 1678, in Rappahannock County, Virginia. He married Joane (possible 9th 
Great-Grandmother; 1627-1683; parents unknown) and had one known son: Henry Clark (1645-1721).  

James Anderson, possible Fifth Great-Grandfather 

James Anderson (possible 5th Great-Grandfather; 1726-1782) was born in 1726 in Essex 
County, Virginia, and died in May 1782 in Cumberland, Cumberland, Virginia. He 
married Margaret Troy (possible 5th Great-Grandmother; born 1728 in Spotsylvania, 
Spotsylvania, Virginia; died after 1779 in Cumberland County, Virginia; parents un-
known) on July 28, 1746, in Spotsylvania, Spotsylvania, Virginia, and had 12 children: 
Lawrence Anderson (born 1747 in Spotsylvania, Spotsylvania, Virginia; died February 
1781 in Cumberland County, Virginia), Jesse Jessa Anderson (born 1751 in Cumberland 
County, Virginia), Charles Anderson (born 1753 in Cumberland, Cumberland County, 
Virginia; died 1805 in Cumberland, Cumberland County, Virginia), Josephine Josie 
Anderson (born 1757 in Cumberland County, Virginia), John Anderson (born July 30, 
1758, in Winchester, Frederick, Virginia; died March 12, 1836, in Davidson, Davidson, 
Tennessee), Jacob Anderson (born 1760 in Cumberland County, Virginia; died April 18, 
1844 in Pittsylvania County, Virginia), Richard Anderson (born 1764 in Cumberland 
County, Virginia; died April 4, 1813, in Cumberland County, Virginia), James Anderson 
(born 1766 in Cumberland County, Virginia; died 1800 in Cumberland County, Virginia), 
David Meridith Anderson (born 1768 in Cumberland County, Virginia; died in Ruther-
ford County, Tennessee), Thomas Anderson (born 1771 in Cumberland County, Virginia), 
Mary Mollie Anderson (born 1779 in Cumberland County, Virginia), and Sarah “Sally” 
Anderson (born 1779 in Cumberland County, Virginia; died in South Carolina).   

James Anderson served as a captain of militia during the Revolutionary War.  

Lawrence Anderson, possible Sixth Great-Grandfather 

Lawrence Anderson (possible 6th Great-Grandfather; 1703-1780) was born 1703 in 
Maryland and died in 1780 in Drysdale Parish, Caroline County, Virginia. He married 
Mary Mae Kirkpatrick (possible 6th Great-Grandmother; born 1705 in Scotland; died 
1780 in Cumberland County, Virginia; parents unknown) in 1725 in Essex County, 
Virginia, and had at least one son: James Anderson.  

Lawrence Anderson, possible Seventh Great-Grandfather 

Lawrence Anderson (possible 7th Great-Grandfather; 1652-1725) was born in January 
1652 in Scotland and died in 1725 in Essex County, Virginia. He married Mary Plunket 
(possible 7th Great-Grandmother; born 1661 in England; died 1705 in Virginia; parents 
unknown) in 1688 in England and had at least one son: Lawrence Anderson.  



The Massey and Anderson Families 59

Above: Marriage record of James Anderson (possible 8th Great-Grandfather) and Agnes 
Dewar (possible 8th Great-Grandmother) on March 24, 1649, in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland. 
Below: Orr’s Chapel and Cemetery in Fannin County, Texas, where William L. Massey 
(1877-1888; son of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) is buried (no gravestone).   

James Anderson, possible Eighth Great-Grandfather 

James Anderson (possible 8th Great-Grandfather; 1627-1714) was born May 27, 1627, 

in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, and died in 1714. He married Agnes Dewar (possible 8th 
Great-Grandmother; born September 18, 1617, in Dalkeith, Midlothian, Scotland; daugh-
ter of Robert Dewar [born 1600], and Jonet Gourlay [born 1600]) on March 24, 1649, in 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, and had four children: Martha Anderson (born August 28, 
1645, in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland), Christane Anderson (born August 7, 1647, 
in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland), James Anderson (born March 24, 1649, in Dunfermline, 
Fife, Scotland), and Lawrence Anderson (born 1652 in Scotland; died 1725 in Essex 
County, Virginia).    

Additional Massey History III 
 
I checked Ancestry.com and Find a Grave in January 2016 and found some new in-
formation. As in previous additions, some history is repeated here for ease of reference. 
 
Family of Allen N. Massey, Second Great-Granduncle  
 
Lillie Emma “Mimi” Mas-
sey (born 1875; daughter 
of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-
Granduncle) was born 1874; 
see earlier for her history   
 
William L. Massey (1877-
1888; son of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) was born in 1877 in Texas, and died 
1888 in Fannin County, Texas. He is buried in Orr’s Chapel and Cemetery in Fannin 
County, Texas (no gravestone).    
 

Lucy Jane Massey (1878-1964; daughter of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) was 
born January 24, 1878, in Bonham, Fannin, Texas, and died July 12, 1964, in Rockwall, 
Rockwall County, Texas; buried in Restland Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas County, 
Texas. She married Robert Calvin Cherry (born 1876-1948; buried next to his wife; son 
of David Monroe Cherry [1854-1880] and Susan Malinda Murphy [1849-1902]) on Dec- 
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Above right: Lucy Jane Massey (1878-1964; daughter of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) 
and her husband, Robert Calvin Cherry (1876-1948). Above left: Gravestones of Lucy Jane 
Massey Cherry (1878-1964), her husband, Robert Calvin Cherry (1876-1948), and two of their 
three sons: Allen Monroe Cherry (1895-1947) and George W. Cherry (1898-1972) in Restland 
Memorial Park in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas.      

ember 21, 1893, and had three sons: Allen Monroe Cherry (born February 14, 1895; died 
April 2, 1947; buried in Restland Memorial Park), George Washington Cherry (born 

October 4, 1898; died August 2, 
1972; buried in Restland Memor-

ial Park), and Archie Homer Cherry (born October 11, 1900; died February 12, 1958; 
buried in Laurel Land Memorial Park in Dallas, Texas; married Hazel Irene Reamer 
Coleman [1904-2001]).  

Robert Calvin Cherry “was the first son of Susan Malinda Murphy Brumley Cherry 
and David Monroe Cherry. His eldest sister was Mary Ida Elizabeth Cherry and younger 
siblings were Catherine Lenora Cherry and John David Monroe Cherry. He met and 
married Lucy Jane Massey in Red River County and they had three sons: Allen Monroe, 
George Washington, and Archie Homer Cherry. They later moved to Hopkins County 
and then to Collin County [Texas], where he was a manager of a large farm. When his 
youngest child was born, they moved to Dallas, where he entered the grocery business 
and made that a lifetime career.”  
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Top right: Gravestones of Virginia Katherine 
Massey (1888-1931; daughter of Allen Massey, 
2nd Great-Granduncle) and her husband, John 
William Cisson (1883-1969), in Oakland Cemetery 
in Dallas, Texas. Above: Monument of Jesse Lee 
Cisson (1906-1912; first born child of Virginia 
Massey) in Oakland Cemetery, who died when 
he was five years old. Middle right: Monument 
of Leora Myrtle Cisson (1907-1990, daughter of 
Virginia Massey) and her husband, Dossie Fouse 
(1902-1966), in Peerless Cemetery in Peerless, 
Texas. Right: Gravestone of Homer “Joe” Cisson 
(1920-1978; youngest child of Virginia Massey) 
in Restland Memorial Park in Dallas, Texas.  

Middleton H. Massey (1886-1967; son of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) was 
born March 1, 1886, in Texas, and died June 14, 1967, in Klondike, Delta, Texas; buried 
in Peerless Cemetery in Peerless, Texas. He married Velma Massey (born 1900 in Alabama).    
 
Virginia Katherine Massey (1888-1931; daugh-
ter of Allen Massey, 2nd Great-Granduncle) 
was born May 13, 1888, in Texas and died 
April 23, 1931, in Dallas, Dallas, Texas; buried 
in Oakland Ceme-
tery in Dallas, Texas. 
She married John 
William Cisson (born 
January 24, 1883, 
in Hopkins County, 
Texas; died March 
20, 1969, in Dallas, 
Texas; buried next 
to his wife) and had 
three children: Jesse 
Lee Cisson (born 
November 29, 1906, in Texas; died September 
4, 1912, in Dallas, Texas; buried in Oakland 

Cemetery in Dallas, Texas), Leora Myrtle Cisson (born August 2, 1907, in Texas; died 
March 31, 1990, in Peerless, Hopkins, Texas; buried in Peerless Cemetery in Peerless, 
Texas; married Dossie Fouse Sr. [born June 6, 1902, in Hopkins County, Texas; died 
November 1, 1966, in Cooper, Delta, Texas; son of Samuel Junior Fouse {1880-1954} 
and Nora Jane Moore {1887-1970}] in 1923 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and had one 
known son: Dossie Fosse Jr [born October 6, 1924, in Hopkins County, Texas; died Oc-
tober 10, 1975, in Hopkins County, Texas; buried in Peerless Cemetery in Peerless, Texas; 
had son: Billy Don Fouse {born February 23, 1950, in Sulphur Springs, Texas; died Oc-
tober 13, 1992, in Peerless, Hopkins, Texas}]), and Homer Wesley “Joe” Cisson (born Dec-
ember 31, 1920, in Dallas County, Texas; died March 12, 1978, in Hunt County, Texas; 
buried in Restland Memorial Park in Dallas, Texas).  
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Top: Inscription in moseleum 
for Barbara Griffin (1922-
2011; daughter of Mabel Bar-
bara Klein, daughter of Lucy 
Gentry Massey, Great-Grand-
aunt) in Trinity Cathedral 
Memorial Garden in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Left: Obit-
uary of Leora Myrtle Cisson 
(1907-1990, daughter of Vir-
ginia Massey) in Peerless, Hop-
kins County, Texas, newspaper 
dated March 31, 1990. Obi-
tuary of Billy Don Fouse (1950-
1992; son of Myrtle Fouse), 
who died in Peerless, Texas, 
when 42 years old.  

Barbara Helen Griffin, Granddaughter of Lucy Massey, Great-Grandaunt  
 
Barbara Helen Griffin (1922-2011; daughter of Mabel Barbara Klein, daughter of Lucy 

Gentry Massey, Great-Grand-
aunt) was born March 2 or 

4, 1922, in Muskogee, Ok-
lahoma, and died August 9, 
2011; buried in Trinity Ca-
thedral Memorial Garden 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Her husband, Frederick P. Petrucelli, was born March 24, 1918. Barbara and Fred lived at 
328 Charles in North Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1944 and 1956.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Massey and Anderson Families 63

Massey Pedigree Charts and Family 
Group Sheets 

 

Pedigree Chart #1 
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Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #3 
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Pedigree Chart #4 
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Pedigree Chart #5 
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John William Massey 
Great-Grandfather 

 

John William Massey 
Great-Grandfather—Second Family 

 

William Massey 
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William Everard Massey 
Second Great-Grandfather 
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Ewell L. Massey 
Third Great-Grandfather 

 

William A. Massey 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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William Massey 
 (Possible) Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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Joseph Massey 
(Possible) Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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John Massey 
(Possible) Seventh Great-Grandfather 

 

John Massey 
(Possible) Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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John Massey 
(Possible) Ninth Great-Grandfather 

 

Isaac Anderson 
Third Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Anderson 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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James Anderson 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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Thomas Anderson 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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John Anderson 
Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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George Rives 
(Possible) Sixth Great-Grandfather 

 

William Rives 
(Possible) Seventh Great-Grandfather 
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George Rives 

(Possible) Eighth Great-Grandfather 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



*Frances Massey was the mother of four children (John, Mildred, Patricia and Nancy Bowles), 
and the grandmother of nine grandchildren: Johnny Vaught, Jane Bowles, Julia Bowles, 
Cathy Martin, Ronald Martin, Nancy Martin, Richard Martin, Michael Braden and William 
Wooten. 

Top left and lower center: 
Frances as a baby and with pet 
dog in 1904. Above: Frances, 
age eleven in 1915. Lower left: 
Age two in 1906.   

Frances Ewell Massey  
 
 

rances Ewell Massey* (Grand-  
mother; 1904-1974) was born 
on Wednesday, February 17, 

1904, at 1115 West Fourth Street in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. (The house was 

dismantled in June 1968 and replaced 
by a red brick 
building, built 
there for Ben 

Red’s Studio. Since then the 
brick has been painted gray and 
today, 1999, is home for Fox 

Studios in Little Rock.) She began attending Peabody School, 
at 5th and Gaines, September 10, 1910, and graduated from 
eighth grade, in February 1918. Frances graduated from twelfth 

F 
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Top left, left to right: Lucy Klein (Aunt), sister of 
Charles Klein, Jessie Smith Massey (Mother), Eudie 
Massey (Uncle), Charles Klein (husband of Aunt Lucy), 
Frances Massey, age two or three, and John Massey 
(Father) in 1906/1907. Top right: Frances, age one or 
two. Left: Frances, age two, with Jennie Massey (Step-
grandmother) and Jessie Massey (Mother). Above: 
Frances (first left) with cousins and friends; 1910.   

grade at Little Rock High School, July 15, 1921. She met Thomas Holland Bowles through a 
friend and immediately liked him. Grandfather said, “Her eyes got real big” when she first saw                                            

him. They eloped, marrying with-
out the knowledge of their parents, 
on Sunday, August 14, 1921, at the 
home of Rev. Calvin Waller, a Bap-
tist Minister in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. They registered their marriage 
at the Lonoke County Courthouse, 
probably to avoid publication of the marriage in the Little Rock newspaper. Frances then went 
off to attend Crescent College in Eureka Springs, Arkansas, an all girls’ college. Today the col-
lege building is a prominent historical landmark known as the Crescent Hotel. After a year of 
college, Frances and Tom announced to her parents that they had secretly married months before. 
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Top left: Frances, age seven. Top right: Fran-
ces, age six, being proposed to. Above: Fran-
ces about age ten. Right: Frances, age fif-
teen, in 1919.  

 

Needless to say, they were not pleased. Her mother, Jessie, was able to accept the news 
better than her father because he thought that his daughter could have done better.   

                

                                                                                                                                 

When Jessie became ill with cancer, Tom 
and Frances were constantly at her bedside. Tom said that his mother-in-law was “a 
wonderful, wonderful person.” Frances was pregnant with her first child and Jessie 
wanted to be able to live to see the baby, but the disease was too advanced and she died 
fifty-two days before Mildred was born on March 18, 1923.  
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Above and right: Frances, age 15 or 
16. Below: View of downtown Little 
Rock from the state capitol in 1910. 
The arrow on the left indicates the 
approximate location of Frances’ 
home on 4th Street. 

Frances and Tom had four children: Mildred 
Jane Ellen Bowles (1923-2000), Thomas John 
Massey Bowles (1925-2002), Patricia Anna Eliz-

abeth Bowles (1927-2006), and Nancy 
Virginia Bowles (1930-living, 2015).  
 

 
 Above: Little Rock was a major, modern city at the beginning of the twentieth century. 
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Top left: Frances (middle) with best friends (Monty Stacy on 
right); 1920. Top right: Frances, age 17. Above left: Frances 
in 1920. Right: Frances went with her father, John Massey, to 
see the show of Al G. Field in 1918 and “had a great time.”   

Frances once ran a family store at their home on 
722 Marshall Street. The store was called Tom 
and Frances. 

 
Frances began working for the Arkansas History Com-
mission in the west wing 
of the Old State House 
in downtown Little Rock 
on September 1, 1957, 

as a research assistant. Two months later she had a blood clot 
and had to go to St. Vincent’s Infirmary for eight days. The 
director replaced her with another person, but two years later 
on September 1, 1959, Frances was rehired at $195 dollars a 
month, but in four months was raised to $225 dollars a month.   
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Top left: Frances (center) with best friends; 1920/1921. Top right: 
Frances (second from left); 1920/1921. Middle right: Frances on 
right. Middle left: Frances (first on left) with friends and cousins 
(first cousin, Hugh Gordon Noble, second from right). Above: 
Frances (front row in middle) with aunt, cousins and friends.  

 

 

 

Frances wrote, “My pay when I retired 
was $359 dollars a month. On April  

 

                                                                                 
15, 1970, I retired from 
my job as a microphotog-
rapher. State retirement 
of $51.38 received April 
30, 1970—first check. 
Received $130.90 on May 
25, 1970, as first check 
from Social Security.”  
   
My grandmother loved 
genealogy. She not only 
researched her own family 
lines, but also those of 
her sons and daughter-
in-law. She began her 
research about 1947.  
The fact that she began 
so early is important 
because she was able 
to write letters to many 

older living relatives who knew what the family history and traditions were. By the late 
1950s many of these great-aunts/uncles and cousins were no longer living. Genealogical 
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Top left: Frances on wagon (third from 
right) in 1921. Top right: Frances with her 
best friend, Montie Stacy, in 1920. Above: 
Frances (right) with friends and Montie 
Stacy (second from left). Right: Frances 
(center) with Montie Stacy (front) in 1920.   

 research is made easier if 
family traditions in regards to 
geographical origins can be 
learned and the names of 
distant family members. Then 

these oral traditions can be established by checking 
written records, which also allows one to extend their  

lines further 
back (some-
times for many 
generations). 
Otherwise, it 
is sometimes 
impossible to 
know where 
to begin. Her 
early research was a great benefit to my 
efforts, which began in 1970.        

I remember how my grandmother would 
relate stories about our family. She had a 
way of speaking that was interesting and 
enthusiastic. Sometimes as she spoke she 
would relax her right hand so that it bent at 
the wrist. Also, she would sometimes place 
two fingers and her thumb together and touch 
her closed lips, while she listened to someone 
else speak. My sister, Nancy Sharp Martin                           
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Above: Frances (right) with cousin 
(Gordon Noble, second from left) 
in 1921. Top right: Frances (second 
from right) with her best friends 
in 1920. Right: Frances (first left 
in line) at mock wedding in 1921. 
Lower right: Frances (far right) 
with family and friends in 1921.  
Frances was close to her cousins 
and friends, who enjoyed her 
outgoing, intelligent personality.   

 

 

 

Lamb, and my cousin, Julia Bowles 
Short, have her same mannerisms.  

 
Frances loved history. In 1971 my 

mother, Patricia Bowles, my aunt, Mildred Bowles 
and grandmother made a trip back east to Virginia.  

They made the trip in my mother’s 
red Dodge Challenger. The car had 
a 400 cubic inch engine, wire 
wheels and black interior. It was 
on the cutting edge of sports car 
technology at that time. They 
visited some family sites and 
Grandmother was able to do some 
research in the Richmond Library.  
It was one of the happiest times of 
her life. 
 
I often wrote letters to my grand-
mother. In 1970, when I was six-
teen, I became very interested in 
family history and began to copy 
Grandmother’s research. I would 
copy late into the early morning 
hours after everyone else had gone 
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Top left: Frances at the railroad station in 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, in 1921. Top 
right: At Crescent College in Eureka Springs 
in 1921. Left: A rare heavy snow in Arkan-
sas, in 1921. Above: Old postcard of Crescent 
College in the 1920s.  

 

to bed. She would answer my questions and was pleased that I was interested in the work 
she had done. After she died I received her original records and have prized them ever since.   

The last time I saw my grandmother was in 
the summer of 1973. My mother, Aunt Millie 
and I drove from Houston, Texas, to Little 
Rock, Arkansas, to spend a week. One day 
that week I was riding in the back of the car 
with Grandmother on our way to have 
dinner at Uncle Buddy’s. She looked at me 

and said, “I use to be innocent like you, but 
then I got married and that did it. I never  

cussed, but then they make you so mad you 
can’t help it.”    
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Top left: Home at 722 Marshall Street, where 
Frances Massey lived from 1912 until June 
11, 1947. Photograph was taken in 1973, before 
the house was torn down for a new downtown 
freeway. Top right: Older photograph of the 
Marshall house. Above: Frances opened and 
operated a store that she called Tom & Fran-
ces in 1930. Right: Tom and Frances in 1921.   

 

 

I was leaving soon to serve 
two years as a missionary 
and would not be seeing 
her again until the end of 
that time. Grandmother took 
me to family cemeteries 
and we visited our cousins.  
It was as if she knew that 
this was the last time that 
she would be able to share 
these people and places 
with me before she passed 
away. Frances Massey Bow-
les passed away nine months 
later on May 5, 1974.   
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Top left: Frances and Tom. Top right and above: 
Family reunion in Little Rock; June 1957. That’s 
me, Richard Sharp, sitting on my grandmother’s 
lap. My brother, Ron Sharp, is standing behind his 
cousin, Mike, making it look like he has four ears. 

The history of a person’s life usually ends at the death of that individual, but a rare and 
wonderful event took place seventeen years later in June 1991. Frances appeared to two 
of her grandchildren. William Wooten had had a falling out with his mother and did not 
speak to her for about ten years. One night he had a dream in which Grandmother                             

 
appeared to him and said that he 
needed to talk to his mother. My 
sister, Cathy Martin, had been living 
alone in Laredo, Texas, and had  
not been in touch with her family for 
awhile. The same night, or about the 
same time that Grandmother appeared 
to William, she also appeared to Cathy 
and said that the family needed to get 
closer together or that Cathy needed to 
get closer to the family. Cathy called 
mother and told her what had happen-
ed and when mother talked to her sis-
ter, Nancy Bowles Wooten, she learn-
ed that William had recently called 
and said that Grandmother had also 
appeared to him. Nancy cried when 
William finally called her.  
 
Grandfather, Thomas Bowles, also stated 
that he saw Frances after she passed 
away and that for a period of two 
weeks he saw her often, but that she did not speak to him, but made motions with her hands.  
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Above: Frances Massey Bowles about 1947.  
Right: Photograph of Frances microfilming 
at the Arkansas History Commission that was 
published in the Arkansas Democrat in 1963.    

I asked my mother, Patricia Bowles Crocker, to write her recollections of her mother and 
she gave me the following history. 

 
My Mother 

 
“My mother was very well 
liked and loved by everyone 
who came in contact with her 
and especially her husband, 
children, and grandchildren.” 
 
“The neighbors all thought 
she was pretty (a natural type) 
even though she seldom dres-
sed up and always wore her 
hair pulled back and very plain.  
When she did get her hair 
fixed and dressed for church 
she was very special looking.  
Also, she never wore makeup, 
but had perfect skin and big 
blue eyes and dark brown hair.  
She smiled often and had cute 
little sayings and remarks about 
people in general.” 
 
“She loved people and talked 
and made friends with everyone 
she came in contact with. When 
she rented apartments (she had 

six) she knew everyone’s history and 
birthdays and always remembered them 
on special occasions. She had pictures of 
her tenant’s children.” 
 
“She loved each of us four children and 
kept many pictures on the walls and 
in books of us. She wrote us often when 
we were away from home and told us all 
the interesting things that were going 
on. She loved genealogy and had a won-
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Top left to right: Julia Bowles (granddaughter), Patricia Bowles 
Crocker (daughter), Maxine Bowles (daughter-in-law), Frances 
Massey Bowles, Mildred Bowles Brooks (daughter), Jane Bowles 
(granddaughter) and John “Buddy” Bowles (son), in June 1973.  
Above left to right: Patricia Bowles Crocker (daughter), Mildred 
Bowles Brooks (daughter), Arline Smith (cousin) and Frances at 
Arline’s home in Dallas County, Arkansas, in June 1973. 

 

derful friend in a four star admiral, whose grandfather wrote the books for the Annap-
olis Naval Academy. He would look up records for her in Washington and she would 
look up records for him in the South.” 
 

“The women in her church 
(Second Presbyterian) really 
loved her and she them 
and they often met for 
socials. She wasn’t 
ashamed of her small 
home and had them for 
barbecues and dinners.  
Some of them were very 
well off, but Mom was 
down to earth and knew 
the really important 
things about life.”  
   
“She believed every 
word of the Bible and 
was a righteous person.  
We often had people 
staying with us because 
she was too good heart-
ed to say, ‘No.’”    
 
“She did have one cute 
saying about dirty old 
men. She said, ‘A man 
never gets too old but 
what he thinks he’s God’s 
gift to women.’ She would 
say at times, ‘there’s old 
gifty,’ which would al-
ways crack us up.” 
 
“She had a few faults in 
that she would threaten us 
when we were misbehaving 
with telling our dad on us 
instead of correcting us 
herself, which put a fear 
of our father in us. But 
maybe that was good in 

some ways. It was effective anyway. Also, she enlarged on her stories, but I think that 
was to make them more interesting. She held one’s attention and we loved talking to her.” 



Frances Ewell Massey 94

“I was her third child and was often said to be her pet, but I could never figure that out, 
though she did call on me often to help her, and she was kind to me. She called me 
‘Patty Ann.’ She worried about me before she died and told Dad, ‘Who will look out 
for Patty Ann when I die?’ She had heart trouble and knew she did not have long to live 
at the time. She died at seventy after twenty years of suffering from it. I missed her so 
much in Houston, where I went to make a living for my four children.” 
 
“She worked for the history commission ten years in the Old Statehouse, which is a 
lovely building, and was very popular among everyone working there. When she died 
there were nearly a hundred people at her funeral.”   
 
“She is probably doing genealogy and helping people in Heaven. She was a wonderful 
mother and friend.”    
 

Frances Massey’s Journal 
 
When Grandmother was fourteen years old she took a trip back east with her mother, 
Jessie Smith Massey (Great-Grandmother), her aunt, Mabel Smith Klein (Great-Grand- 
aunt), and Mabel’s husband, Charlie Klein. She kept a detailed account of her journey 
from July 18, 1918, until August 17, 1918, in a red leather book. I saw the journal for 
the first time when I visited my uncle, John Bowles, in May 2000. The journal is over 
one hundred and sixty pages long and is very well-written.   
 
They traveled by train from Little Rock, Arkansas, to St. Louis and visited the cities of 
Washington D. C., Georgetown, New York, Buffalo and Baltimore. She had a 
wonderful trip, and although she would have loved to revisit these places, she never 
saw them again for the rest of her life.   
 
The first day she noted how rough the train was and how her train car would fill with 
smoke when they went through a tunnel. As she crossed the Mississippi River she saw 
some “large river boats” and some “cute house boats.” She wrote, “I asked the porter 
to give me the table that goes with the Pullman seat. Mama and I played Pitch for six 
or seven games and then Uncle Charlie played with her while I read the Woman’s 
Home Companion…At about 1:20 I saw the dome of the capitol and Washington’s 
Monument in the distance.” They were met at the train station by a cousin named 
Mabel, who said that she had just finished lunch when “something told her we were 
coming on the 1:30 train,” instead of the 6:00 train, “so she rushed down.”   
 
They ate at a boarding house in Washington D. C. where a Mrs. Elliot “only charged 50 
cents a meal for loads to eat.” Frances noted that all of the “houses looked alike, two 
story and brick, so that if you got drunk you could not tell which one was yours.”   
 
Mabel would not let them pay for their housing because “mama had given her a 
beautiful crepe waist, which cost $10.75, and Aunt Lucy gave her a voile waist and 
made her a dress.” They traveled by trolley car and visited the capitol and other major 
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Page from Grandmother’s Journal dated July 21, 1918. 

sites. On Sunday they visited a reproduction of the catacombs in Rome and then were 
invited to a Greek Orthodox Church service. When the music started, “Mama cried as 
usual.” Frances wrote, 
“I had on my dark blue 
silk dress and traveling 
hat and I thought that I 
looked real cute.”   
 
On Tuesday, armed with 
her Kodak, Frances went 
to the National Zoological 
Park. She wrote, “I took 
a picture of the swans 
swimming in a stream 
and the storks in a big 
cage. We nearly walked 
our legs off and then a 
kangaroo was about 
the only animal that I 
hadn’t seen before and 
it would make its baby 
get in its pocket.”   
 
On Wednesday, “Uncle 
Charlie and I decided to 
go rambling and Aunt 
Lucy and Mama were 
going to clean house and 
meet us at 2:30 at the 
Washington Monument.”  
Instead, they met Lucy 
and Jessie at 4:10 because 
“they had been shopping.”  
They took the elevator 
to the top of the monument, 
“and we had a fine view 
of the city from the four 
windows at the top.”  
They only stayed a few 
minutes on top because 
everyone else wanted to do more shopping. Frances and Uncle Charlie went to the 
Columbia Theater to see Marguerite Clark in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. “The show wasn’t 
very good and when we came out Uncle Charlie was all turned around, but I insisted 
that he go with me and I’d soon catch myself. He followed like a baby and I went 
down to the 13th Street and caught a 13th and D car which was the proper one, but Uncle 
Charlie got upset till we passed Pension Building,” with its Civil War soldiers, which he 

Above: A page from the journal of Frances Massey, dated July 
21, 1918.   
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recognized. Cousin Mabel had received many “compliments on the purple satin skirt 
that Mamma gave her. She had put it on as soon as she got home and was dreadfully 
stuck on herself. We talked and I wrote in this book until 8:00 when I went to bed. I 
took a picture of the monument with some tall buildings in the background.”   
 
The next day they visited the Congressional Library and at dinnertime, “Mama and I 
went up and got us a caramel sundae.” It started raining and “storming hard and the 
thunder resounded something terrible.” Frances wrote, “I gave Miss Rest a roll of Kodak 
film and 20 cents to have them developed.” 
 
On Friday, July 26, 1918, Frances and the others paid 25 cents each to “have a big sight 
seeing car take us to all the important places” in Arlington National Cemetery. She 
walked through the Lee Mansion and noted that there was a fine view of Washington 
D. C. from the grounds. The same day they dressed up and went to visit their 
congressman, who was a personal friend of Uncle Charlie’s, but he never showed up 
for his appointment. An assistant said he would take them on Monday to see the House 
and Senate in Session and “we were tickled to death.”   
 
On Saturday they rushed and made it to the train “just as the conductor was hollering, 
‘all aboard!’” The train took them to Chesapeake Beach, where they rented some 
bathing suits for a deposit of $12. “Bill, Mabel, Miss Clifford, Uncle Charlie and I put 
on the suits and got in while Mama and Aunt Lucy sat on the beach and kept our things.  
I just played in the water as I get scared and can’t swim because it frightens me to take 
my feet off the bottom. I got on Bill’s back and he swam out with me and dived under, 
getting my hair wet. Once I got away from the rest and went under, I got awfully 
scared, but at last got on my feet. We left at 2:00 and got a seat, but I had to wear my 
hair down with a paper pinned on me. Mama took a picture of us in the water with our 
toes sticking up. We got home for supper.”   
 
On Sunday they traveled to Baltimore. They went by some restaurants, but the “prices 
were so high we decided to go to Bay Shore. We caught a Bay Shore car to the beach 
where lunches of fish and swimming and things of that sort were…we saw many 
beautiful homes in the suburbs along the way. When we got to Bay Shore we went 
straight to a restaurant and found that they had the same prices as Baltimore restaurants.  
We then decided to go to the cafeteria across the street and had a good dinner.” 
 
On Monday July 29, 1918, they dressed up and went to the capitol again. Frances 
wrote, “I was crazy about Washington and knew where everything was. We left for 
Philadelphia in the afternoon and I hated to leave. The only places we didn’t see were 
those closed to the public because of the war.”   
 
After arriving in Philadelphia Frances wrote, “Although the depot was small, dirty 
and it was raining, it [Philadelphia] had an air which made me like it at once…The 
doorman lifted me out of the taxi and we went into the hotel. Uncle Charlie got us 
two rooms for $3 a day…Mama and I had a lovely room, which was 406. We saw 
some women with blue suits on and the clerk told Uncle Charlie that there were 24 of 
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Above: The New York City skyline in 1918. Lower right: Scene from the New York play, The 
Kiss Burglar, that grandmother saw in 1918. Grandmother pasted both of these photographs 
inside her journal. Lower left: 1925 photograph of Second Presbyterian Church (no longer 
standing) in Little Rock, Arkansas. Frances was a faithful member all of her life.        

them and they were Red Cross Nurses who would sail the next day for France. It was 
late so we went downstairs to the Café, but liked to have never been waited on and 
when it came we were disappointed and it cost awful.” That evening everyone settled 

accounts and “Uncle Charlie found out about the boats and trains to Atlantic City where 
I was going to swim, being crazy about swimming after doing so at Chesapeake Beach 
in Washington."   
 

On Wednesday July 31, 1918, they 
decided not to go to Atlantic City be-
cause it was raining, but to see Phil-
adelphia instead. They took a ferryboat and saw a ship being built and “saw seven 
camouflaged ships. They were painted all colors and looked very warified. The 
ferryboat we rode on had a place for wagons and cars underneath and people rode 
above.” Frances wrote, “We walked under an elevated train (which was the first I had 
ever seen) which was run by electricity. The whole train was red. The streets we 
walked on were cobblestone and very rough. We walked up a narrow street and passed 
a fish market. Every kind of fish imaginable was there and right next to it was a fruit 
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market…There were pieces of ice on top, about every ninth fish.” Frances and her 
family saw Carpenter’s Hall and Independence Square. They took a sight seeing tour 
that cost $1 for a round trip. “We had to wait about 30 minutes for a crowd to 
come up, then we all four got on the back seat and I wrapped the big blanket around 
me as it was cold and I didn’t have any coat. People looked at me but I didn’t mind.”  

After seeing thirty-seven different 
sites, all enumerated in Grand-
mother’s journal, the guide said, 
“There are 1,900 saloons and 900 
churches in Philadelphia.” The guide 
offered 25 post cards for 25 cents 
and Frances bought them.   
 
“As we could think of nothing else 
to do, we decided to catch the train 
and go to New York. We got our 

luggage and went to the Depot” and the train was only five minutes late. “We went 
through the well-known Hudson tunnel. I choked as usual, but there wasn’t any 
smoke. My ears felt awfully funny.” They went into the huge Penn Railroad Station 
and “gave a porter our baggage and told him ‘Hotel Chelsea.’ The Porter didn’t know 

the place, but said he would take us to ‘one that was fine.’” They walked a number of 
blocks in the rain “while Mama went under the red umbrella with me…The porter 
walked in the rain and carried our three heavy grips” to the Hotel Strand, 12 stories 
high. After arriving at the hotel, Frances told Uncle Charlie that the Porter had not been 
paid. “Uncle Charlie said he didn’t believe in tipping porters so I guess he thought the 
porter was carrying our baggage for his health. We unpacked and went to bed tired out.  

Top left: Frances graduated from Little Rock High School. Above: Frances’ history class in 
Little Rock High School in 1919. She is sitting in the fifth seat from the front on the third row 
from the wall. Future movie actor and producer, Dick Powell, is sitting in the first seat on the 
third row. Frances’ good friend and cousin, Mona Collins, is sitting in the first seat on the 
second row. The teacher is Mr. J. H. Atkinson, who died in 1973.        
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Top left: Brooklyn Bridge in New York. Top right: Woolworth Build-
ing, the tallest skyscraper in the world when Frances visited New 
York in 1918. Above: View of the Manhattan Island skyline from the 
Brooklyn Bridge in October 2003. Frances saw the Woolworth 
Building, which she wrote “was very beautiful and the tower was 
grand.” She also saw the Brooklyn Bridge, and the Manhattan sky-
line, which she wrote, “was lovely to see.”  

Mama left the top of the window up because she was afraid she would walk in her sleep. 
I can still hear (November 20, 1919) the sound of the rain and distant rumble of Broad-
way as heard then” (Note: Much of the journal was completed from notes Grandmother 
had taken a year or more later.) 
 

On Thursday, August 
1, 1918, they went 
shopping for a new 
hat for Aunt Lucy.  
“She got the one that 
I wanted her to get…I 
told Mama that I would 
go up the moving stairway 
to the elevated and wait 
for them there. This 
was on Broadway and 
Sixth Avenue. Mama 
didn’t hear what I 
said and as I started 
up she grabbed me and 
screamed, ‘Oh! Fran-
ces!’ and she just stood 
there and shook sore.  
It had scared her to 
death.” They rode a 
train to the aquarium, 
located at “the very 
end to the south of 
Manhattan Island. The 
most interesting thing 
I saw was a little sea 
horse, which was about 
three inches long. It 
had  a  head  l ike  a  
horse and a tail like a 
mermaid.” They then 
took a ferry to see 
the Statue of Liberty 
and from there took a 
ferry to Staten Island.  
On the boat they could 
see the skyscrapers of 
the “Manhattan Island 
skyline” in the dis-
tance and Frances 

noted that it “was lovely to see.” They went back to their hotel, “Washed up and 
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refreshed ourselves, and then went to Child’s for dinner. After a good dinner we all 
went to sleep…My head was swimming from riding on boats and the elevated and 
my eyes hurt, but I had enough sense to notice what a fascinating, lovely, monotonous 
noise the distant rumble of Broadway and the misty drip made.” 
 

                                                         
The next day they all went to Wall 
Street and watched the brokers trade 
on the exchange “for about half an 
hour.” Uncle Charlie rode up the 
elevator to the 56th floor of the 
Woolworth Building, the elevators 
“that were as fast as lightning. Even 
a slow one at home frightens me. It 
was very beautiful and the tower was 
grand.” From there they took a ferry 
to Coney Island. “Aunt Lucy and I 
bought some hot, salted, buttered 
corn on the cob, which was certainly good. We went down to the beach and so when 
mama saw a woman and man drunk sitting in plain sight loving each other, she got up  

 

Above: The Statue of Liberty. I took this photograph 
from a cruise ship as my sister, Nancy, and I returned 
from Bermuda to New York in October 2003. Fran-
ces and her mother, Jessie Smith Massey, took a ferry 
from Manhattan Island to see the famous statue in 
1918. Top left: Broadway play, Beauty and the Beast. 
Frances saw two Broadway plays. Left: Broadway at 
42nd Street. The lights and sounds of the city fasci-
nated Frances. She wrote, “I saw a sign advertising 
Anheuser-Busch and it was perfectly glorious. It was 
a large eagle flapping its wings. The wings were 
made to flap by turning on and off electric lights. 
We looked into a large handsome dining room where 
ladies in low evening dresses were having dinner. We 
saw everything there was to see on Broadway and 
then went down 42nd Street.” Frances loved to travel, 
but got few opportunities to do so later in her life.    
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and said we must go home and go home we did. Mama said that she was as tired as a 
bear and Aunt Lucy said so too. They insisted that we all go to bed, but Uncle Charlie 
said that we were going to two picture shows that he was crazy to see and we’d be in by 
midnight. So as I tell it now 
(this is March 19, 1920), I can’t 
help but laughing at the trick that 
we played on them, for Uncle 
Charlie wanted to show how a 
real New Yorker has a good time 
and I sure saw. Uncle Charlie and 
I started out down Broadway and 
soon got into a big crowd of 
merry-makers. It was then about 
8:00 o’clock and the lights were 
just being turned on. After hurrying 
along for three or four blocks…I 
saw a sign advertising Anheuser-
Busch and it was perfectly glorious.  
It was a large eagle flapping its 
wings. The wings were made to 
flap by turning on and off electric 
lights. We looked into a large 
handsome dining room where 
ladies in low evening dresses were 

having dinner. We saw everything there was to see on Broadway and then went down 
42nd Street…Uncle Charlie bought a box of candy and we went to see Going Up. We 
had seats on the second balcony and Uncle Charlie bribed the usher to give us ones on 
the 1st balcony. We laughed until our sides hurt, and when Uncle Charlie asked a ques-
tion, I was laughing so hard that I couldn’t answer him. It certainly was fine…After the 
show was over we went back to the hotel and found that it was nearly 12:30. I told 
mama about the show while undressing and she didn’t mind our going, but Aunt Lucy 
frowned a little, but not nearly as much as she would have had she known all about all 
we did. I slept good the rest of the night and dreamed about the play, with the songs 
running through my head.”   
 
On Saturday, August 3, 1918, everyone went to the library and the Metropolitan Museum 

Above: Niagara Falls in July 1994. Frances Massey saw 
the falls on her trip to the east in 1918. Lower left: 
Home at 1115 West 4th Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
where Frances was born on February 17, 1904. The house 
was removed in 1967. Lower right: Frances seated with 
her family in 1971. Left to right: Patricia Bowles 
Crocker, Millie Bowles Brooks, Nancy Bowles Wooten, 
John Bowles, and seated next to Frances, Tom Bowles.    
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of Art and saw many more famous sights within the city. In the afternoon they saw The 
Kiss Burglar, a play on 42nd Street. Then they packed and caught a 9:20 evening train 
to Buffalo, New York. 
 

On Sunday morning Frances was in the dressing 
room on the train when she saw “the prettiest 

Japanese lady in the darlingest blue silk kimono with embroidered flowers all over it.  
When she went out of the dressing room I followed her and she went to the seat back of 
us and sat down with a little Japanese man, who wore glasses and was very ugly. Aunt 
Lucy and Uncle Charlie, who disagree on every subject and who love to argue, said the 
man was a Chinaman. Mama didn’t know nor care which he was (she never does because 
she doesn’t like to fuss and lets me fuss for her) so I had it out alone with them. We 
dropped the subject when mama mentioned breakfast.” 
 
They got off the train at “the ugly, small, dirty underground railroad station” in  

Top left: Frances and her daughter, Mildred Bowles 
Brooks, at the Henrico County Courthouse on land 
that Mildred’s fourth great-grandfather, James 
Cocke, donated to the city of Richmond about 1750. 
Top right: Frances’ Daughters of the American 
Revolution certificate number 401555 dated 7 June 
1951. Frances was admitted on proof of her direct-
descent from Elihu Tinker, Revolutionary War 
soldier. Left: Frances with her daughter, Patricia 
Bowles Crocker (center), in Williamsburg, Virginia; 
April 1971. This was a special trip for Frances, who 
loved history. They also visited Jamestown, and 
Monticello, the home of their relative, Thomas Jef-
ferson. Above: Adult signature of Frances Bowles.    
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Buffalo and waited for Uncle Charlie’s brother, “Uncle Fred,” and who looked “like 
him sort of,” to pick them up. They rode around Buffalo in his automobile and saw 
“Delaware Avenue, the most beautiful street in the city and then went home to 
dinner. After dinner we decided to go to Niagara Falls.” Fred had a daughter 
named Alice that was a year younger than Frances. “Alice and I cut up all the way 
out and back…We went to the Falls, which 
are wonderful. We rode the elevator and looked 
up at the falls from the side at the foot of the 
Falls. The water looked a light green and crystal 
white in places. Then Uncle Fred drove into 
a shady place where we had lunch. Then we 
went out to Prospect Point and got another 
good view of the Falls. Mama, Alice and I 
got on a streetcar and rode across a bridge 
into Canada. We went all up in Canada for 20 
miles and then crossed back over the river 
into the United States on a great suspension 
bridge. All the men on the street car had to 
tell their age and swear to it, for officials were 
afraid that they were resisting the draft.” 
 
“Coming back we stopped at Lewistown 
and a man selling books and post cards got 
on the car. He gave everyone a book to look at 
and when he came back to take them up Mama 
told him that she would like one only she had 
just a dime. He gave her one with his comp-
liments, and didn’t want to take the dime. The 
next time when he gave out the cards, he gave 
Alice a set of 10 cards. As that was the last car, 
he came back to Niagara Falls with us. He and Mama had a grand time talking of Little 
Rock, Hot Springs, and the rest of Arkansas. As it was late I took a bath and went to 
bed. I slept with Helen, and she gave me an ice cream cone that Uncle Charlie had 
brought home. I gave Jim, the dog, my cone and I ate the ice cream.”   
 
Grandmother spent the rest of her trip in Buffalo. She visited with relatives and friends of 
the family and made some little side trips. One boy liked her, but he already had a 
girlfriend so Frances did not try to impress him. She wrote, “Lloyd didn’t like it because I 
didn’t talk to him, but I didn’t have anything to say and I knew he could dream of his 
girl.” While Frances was saying her good-byes “Lloyd kissed me (nearly knocked me 
over I was so surprised).” They took the train to Erie, Pennsylvania, then to Cleveland 
and arrived in Little Rock on August 17, 1918. Frances wrote, “Everything looked just as 
usual and Dad better [than usual] when he came home the next day. I sure was glad to get 
on solid ground and stop moving.”   
 
On March 25, 1921, Frances wrote, “Now I’m restless and would give anything to be 
on the move again. Signed F. E. M. The End.”     

Above: Frances’ younger brother, 
Smith Massey. He was a handsome, 
much loved brother, but died in his 
seventh year. His unexpected death 
was a great loss to Frances and her 
parents.  
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Above: Postcard mailed by Frances from New York City 
on August 2, 1918, to her “Dade.” It reads: “We got here 
alright and are staying at the New Strand Hotel. We saw 
Statue of Liberty, Straten Island & a few more things. I 
want to see a musical comedy and am going to fuss till they 
take me. With Lots of Love, Frances.” Right: Ron Martin, 
grandson of Frances Bowles, in front of the Old State 
House in Little Rock where Frances Bowles worked at 
the Arkansas History Commission (January 2012).    

In the back of her Journal, Grandmother wrote in her notes that this was “the first big 
trip I’ve ever taken. I visited three months in Nashville, Arkansas, the summer of 
1916; Rochester, Minnesota, and Chicago, Illinois, in September 1919; and Ferndale, 
Arkansas, on a two week camping trip in June 1920.”  
 

                                                    
As far as I know, Grandmother never went on any other major trips outside of Arkansas 
until she went to Virginia with her daughters, Mildred Brooks and Patricia Crocker, in 
1970. She loved history and there are many places she would have loved to have seen, 
but it was not arranged, and she died at the age of seventy in her home in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, on May 5, 1974.                                  
   

Obituary 
 
Grandmother’s obituary was printed in the Arkansas Democrat on May 6, 1974.    
 
“Mrs. Frances Massey Bowles, 70, of 4123 Shackleford Road, wife of Thomas H. Bow-
les and a retired employee of the Arkansas History Commission, died Sunday.” 
 
“Mrs. Bowles was a member of Second Presbyterian Church, the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the Arkansas Pioneers and the Daughters of the Confederacy.” 
 
“Others surviving are a son, John M. Bowles of Little Rock; three daughters, Mrs. 
Mildred Brooks and Mrs. Patricia Crocker, both of Houston, Texas, and Mrs. Nancy 
Wooten of Little Rock; a half sister, Mrs. Willie Lois Rowland of Little Rock; nine 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.” 
 
See Thomas Holland Bowles, Grandfather.  
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